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Colonial Computers to Close
BY ELIXABETH AUST ERN

Staff Writer

questions about the current level of service offered by Co
lonial Computers, the employee said "the plan is to have
no lapse in the service offered to students. But [the
bookstore's] current retail setup is not conducive to the

Colonial computers will close on or after October
10th. The GW community will not be without a source for
computer equipment and software, however, as there are
plans to take the services formerly provided by Colonial
Computers and integrate them into the GW Bookstore.
Most students are unaware of the impending close. Jenni
fer Swanton, a 2L, said, "I bought my computer there a
year ago. I was just there not that long ago to get help.
They didn't say anything [about the close]."
Ann Marie Ready, Manager of Systems Planning for
Information Systems and Services, said that the Univer
sity will be making a formal announcement of the closing,
but this had not happened as of press time. The staff at
Colonial Computers was informed about the closing six
weeks ago, at the beginning of the Law School year.
The GW Bookstore has already been selling certain
software at an educational discount. The University views
the move as an extension of the bookstore's current activi
ties. "With the renovation of the bookstore, it seemed a Colonial computers is scheduled to shut down in midnatural next step to move the computer function over from October.
a separate location and outsource its functions," said Ready.
Colonial Computers is owned and operated by the level of service offered by the computer store. Students,
University but not as a profit center. According to a Tech faculty, and staff will no longer have the luxury of having
nical Specialist who works for Colonial Computers and computer specialists to ask advice; they will be much more
wishes to remain anonymous, the transfer to the bookstore on their own when shopping for computers and peripher
will be more cost-effective for the University but will not als. The major difference will be the change from a 'notimprove service for the student community. In response to for-profit* service orientation with staff supported by the

SBA Demands Bigger
Budget From SA
BY BRANDON MOSS

News Editor
Having decided to no longer be
dangled around by unperformed promises
and unfulfilled expectations, Student Bar
Association officers and leaders of other
Law School organizations stood up for
themselves at the September 24 Student
Association meeting. In attendance at the
SA meeting were SBA President De'
Famuyiwa, SBA Treasurer Zach Ellis, and
Director of Finance and Budget Charlene
Kow, as well as nine other presidents and
treasurers from various Law School student
organizations. All of the law students were
given an opportunity to speak for two min
utes each, after having to wait for an hour.
SA Senator Rodney Zwahlen, who repre
sents the Law School, observed, "It was
great. It was energizing. I fe lt like a new
man after all the SBA leaders came to lobby
on behalf of the Law School." Added Mark
Hershfield, another SA Senator from the
Law School, "I think it was successful."
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The Law School's frustration with the
SA has been growing over the past several
years. Following a series of problems with
SBA Treasurers not meeting SA require
ments, the SA finally decided to cut the Law
School's budget allocation to $10,000 by
the late 1990s. Ellis, however, now feels
that the SBA has consistently followed the
SA's requirements, and should no longer
be punished for actions taken by students
that have since graduated. The SA Finance
Committee did promise a series of percent
age increases for SBA co-sponsorship funds
in order to get started on restoring SBA
funding levels, in addition to money di
rected to the SBA from its budget alloca
tion and mid-year review.
Despite the eventual resolution of the
$50,000 shortfall in the SA budget, the SBA
is still being shortchanged for about
$10,000 from the original amount that was
promised to them. According to Ellis, the
SA conveyed to the SBA back in January
2002 that it would allocate enough money
to cover co-sponsorships and a mid-year
supplement. SBA leaders used this infor
mation to compute their budget in March
2002. In September 2002, however, with a
week to go before the SBA was to receive
its budget requests from student organiza
tions, the SA's Finance Committee did an
about-face and instituted a different policy.
Ellis contends that about-face "is a deci
sion made in bad faith and in complete dis
regard for the interests of the [L]aw
[SJchool. The Committee realized that [the
SBA] would rely on their promises, yet they
saw fit to ignore those promises." Now,

See BUDGET page 15

resources of [the Information Systems and Services depart
ment] that exists now to a for-profit company without the
level of technical expertise."
The University currently out-sources the GW Book
store to Follett Higher Education Group, the bookstoremanagement subdivision of educational conglomerate
Follett Corporation, a Fortune 500 company. Follett gets
large discounts when purchasing from suppliers because
of the huge volume generated by the numerous university
and college bookstores it manages. Nonetheless, the Tech
nical Specialist observed, "fiscally it was a wise move. It
is often the case that campus computer stores cannot main
tain profitability. [Follett has] a much greater ability to
secure better prices for the students." While Follett is a
for-profit enterprise, school officials want to assure stu
dents that steps will be taken to ensure there will still be
an educational discount for software and computer pur
chases.
According to the ISS, offers have been made to some
of the current staff at Colonial Computers to work in the
new computer area at the bookstore, but not all of the cur
rent staff will be retained. The Technical Specialist, how
ever, pointed out that none of the staff have yet received
offers. Swanton observed, "[Colonial Computers] just sent
me to ISS in the Old Main building anyway, and they didn't
really help." ISS and GW's Information Technology de
partment will continue to support users of Dell and Apple
computers, as well as users of peripheral items that they
already support.

Dean Young Delivers State
of the Law School Address
BY ALEXANDER SAU NDERS

Staff Writer
On Monday, September 30th, Dean
Michael K. Young gave his State of the Law
School Address in the Burns Moot Court
Room. This speech served to welcome new
students and remark on numerous devel
opments here at GW Law School.
"The most important part of the Law
School is terrific and that's the student
body," said Dean Young. "We are admit
ting the most extraordinary classes," he
added. This year one out of eight students
applying to law schools applied to GW. "A
lot of you have Master's degrees, a bunch
of you have PhDs, we have nuclear scien
tists, cancer researchers...and, of course,
my all-time favorite, we have the bouncer
for the Lizard Lounge," he stated.
Among the developments at the Law
School is an increase in the number of ten
ured professors. "Both the quality and quan
tity of the faculty are relative to your edu
cation," said Dean Young. "At the end of
the day it also does matter to you a great
deal how productive they [the faculty] are
as scholars and how engaged they are in
national debates about legal developments,"
he explained.
The reason, he felt, for the quality of
the faculty is about the location. The same
fact that makes the school attractive to stu
dents attracts faculty as well. "We have been
increasingly successful in attracting very,
very high quality faculty," he said. Because
of their location and their involvement in
national matters, GW law professors have
been heavily featured in media outlets. Ac

cording to Dean Young, at least one GW
law professor has been featured in print
media, television, or other media outlets
every day since the beginning of the year
with the exception of January 14th.
"These are professors that are en
gaged in those debates but they do it in a
way that contributes to their classroom ac
tivities," Young said. Additionally, the stu
dent ratings of the professors rose dramati
cally, reflecting students' opinions about the
faculty. There has also been an increase in
the number of clinics offered, increasing
from a total of nine in 1998 to twelve this
year. These clinics allow the students more
options for hands-on learning. Among clin
ics offered are the Domestic Violence Emer
gency Medical Clinic, the Community Dis
pute Resolution Clinic, and the Public Jus
tice Advocacy Clinic.
Among the more visible changes at
the law school have been the alterations in
the Moot Court Room. "This is the single
most technologically advanced courtroom
in the country," said Dean Young. Digital
cameras, a digitized black board, and com
puters for the jurors are among the many
features added in the recent renovations.
"This is going to give us the capacity to
train students in what clearly is the tech
nology of the future," said Young. "It will
be the kind of technology you will increas
ingly encounter in courtrooms and the ca
pacity to use this and manipulate it will give
you a very distinct head start, I b elieve, in
your careers," he explained.
In technological developments, the
library now boasts 210 computer stations

See DEAN YOUNG page 11

Page 2

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Nota Bene

OPINIONS

This Wasn't Your
Father's Protest

Our Yearly Nuisance
We believe that individuals have a right to gather together to protest injustice.
In the past few decades, we have seen many worthy and legitimate protests. Individu
als, tor example, protested the Vietnam War, police brutality, and segregation in the
South. Young people took the time to come out and protest for a cause they believed
in. In the 1960s, college campuses were bastions of passion and idealism. Some
argue that this passion has returned to campus in the form of the World Bank/IMF
protests. We r espectfully disagree.
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To call this a yearly nuisance is an understatement of monu
mental proportions. Thousands upon thousands of individuals,
many of them our own age, gather two blocks down the street to
protest. The question must be asked, "To protest what?" It is not
clear to us actually what these protests are about. Slogans rum
mage about, but the slogans are simply words strung together.
Perhaps, it would help to ask the protestors what they are protest
ing, but news broadcasts and televised interviews with the rank
and file protesters showed that often, they didn't even know what
they were protesting.
Yes, we understand that there are problems with the way the
World Bank functions and the effect it has on the developing world.
Necessary changes must be made within the existing system, rather
than attempting to eliminate it completely.
These protesters, however, appear to completely miss this
point. Their leaders are able to inspire a remarkable zeal in their
followers, and then completely miss the appropriate target. Wash
ington, D.C., is our nation's capital, and many of the big decisions
are made here, but let's look closer at where those decisions are
made. Are they made on the Beltway, where protesters attempted
to start a caravan to snarl up traffic for the average D.C. worker?
No. How about on the Key Bridge, where many protesters had a
sit-in on the bridge, stopping traffic and causing many commuters
to have miserable commutes? Nope. Not there either. Instead,
those important decisions are made at that strange white marble
domed building on Pennsylvania Avenue. Yes, the Capitol Build
ing.
,

But who did this year's protesters target? Not our decision, m akers. Instead, they targeted us: the average citizens who work,
L tive, and study here in the District.
I
The World Bank protests have become more of a party/festi' vat than a political protest. The protests have simply become an
excuse for in dividuals to slow down traffic, break windows, and
cause problems for the GW community. Students were forced to
go through intense security, and to stay away from the law school
during the week of the protest, and for what?
The World Bank protests do not resemble the protests of the
past. In the past, the protests were directed at those causing the harm, and most of the
protesters were suffering from the harm they were protesting. Instead, we have a
bunch of kids without jobs (because if they had jobs, they wouldn't have time to pro
test) attempting to dictate to the world how other nations' governments should make
decisions.
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Not all protestors are bad people. Some view the protests as a means to cause
trouble, but others are sincere in their beliefs. It is our hope that these sincere indi
viduals engage in a more productive use of their time and efforts in the future. It is a
shame that some of the best and brightest of today's youth are wasting their talents on
disrupting our lives, our jobs, and our education, instead of truly making a difference.
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BY PAUL J . MEISSNER

Opinion Editor
My dad was a big hippie during the
1960s. During his undergraduate years, he
was a real "pinko" liberal and fought
against the campus administration on just
about every school issue. In law school, he
participated in civil rights protests and even
started a civil rights law journal, still in
existence today. He clerked for a civil rights
lawyer in Mobile, Alabama. My father
marched with Dr. King in Cleveland and
was one of an estimated ten white people
to be part of Malcolm X's funeral proces
sion through the streets of Harlem. And
after law school, he went public interest and
worked for over thirty years for Legal Aid.
All this is why I was not surprised one bit
when he attended the World Bank/IMF pro
tests.
Instead of being in a conference about
utility deregulation, he decided to go off and
relive his hippie days. This tale of last
Saturday's protests comes from his own
account.
That day, he and all of the other pro
testers met at the Washington Monument
on Saturday afternoon and began their
march to the World Bank. Under the gaze
of the Metropolitan Police Department and
hundreds of other officers from dozens of
local agencies, they journeyed with signs
in hand and chanting various slogans. For
every inch the group marched, the MPD
marched right behind, closing them off from

the back.
As the

thousands of activists contin
ued, they splintered into small cliques, each
with their own chants, garb, and political
causes. Some were there to protest the
spread of AIDS in the third world. Others
to protest the privatization of water in
Ghana. Others to protest environmental
harm resulting from World Bank/IMF prac
tices. Still others to protest American in
tervention in Iraq. And so on. It seemed
more like a carnival, or perhaps the wild
assortment of aliens in the Star Wars
cantina, than an organized demonstration
against a singular foe.
When they finally got to the World
Bank, hundreds of police in full riot gear
stood across from the protesters behind a
long "Jersey wall" stretching across Penn
sylvania Avenue. Then came the speeches.
Local activists spoke about how capitalism
sucked and how the World Bank is evil.
National figures like as Ralph Nader tried
to rally the demonstrators, but it seemed
like few listened or even cared. As the pro
test ended, the police finally allowed the
demonstrators to leave through a single exit
onto the open boulevard. An orderly pro
test, no doubt.
Having first-hand experience of the
1960s, my father compared the events over
the weekend to those that occurred in his
younger days. During the 1960s, each pro
test had a single purpose against a single
evil, whether it be the war in Vietnam or
racial segregation. The World Bank/IMF
protests of the current generation are quite

different. The people here were no less vigi
lant in t heir causes, but they were here for
dozens of causes, some of which had noth
ing to do with the World Bank or the IMF.
Some of the people came simply to protest
something they don't like about the world,
regardless of the relevance to the World
Bank meetings.
Second and more importantly, during
the civil rights protests, my father com
mented that Dr. King was vigilant in his
dedication to non-violence. Dr. King knew
that the only way to succeed was to show
their opposition to segregation without
damaging property or harming others.
Unlike in the 1960s, violence here is al
most to be expected. I wonder what Dr.
King would think about the young man who
viciously assaulted a Citibank with a news
paper vending machine. The newspaper
vending machine owned by a local, Afri
can-American newspaper. How ironic.
My father showed me the footage he
took of Saturday's demonstration on his
camcorder. Little did I know that he was
trying to entice me to want to go on Sun
day. Being a sheer pragmatist, a former
accountant, and not least of all a capitalist,
I had to respectfully decline. I wonder how
the thousands of Berkeley students would
treat me as I greet them wearing my Eddie
Bauer khaki pants and polo-style shirt from
the Gap.

I assume they will have « lot »»r

tolerance, especially after I tel l them that I
work for a r eal estate developer.
However, I am not without compas
sion or conscience. Somewhere muddled
in their quagmire of confusion and antieverything-ism, I think the protesters of
today do have valid concerns. The World
Bank and its sister organization, the Inter
national Monetary Fund, are far from per
fect. They tend to have conflicting priori
ties between rendering aid to the develop
ing world and making returns for its
financers and members. There are certain
unintended environmental consequences of
rapid industrialization in Asia and Latin
America. Slave labor continues to be prob
lematic, as proliferation of worker benefits,
fair trade, and unionization are mere jokes.
Somehow, though, the protesters,
with all of their good intentions, have to
really get organized and leave the other
causes at home. Even more importantly,
they have to be dedicated to non-violence.
Third, they have to attack the root cause of
the problem where it exists. They can't sim
ply sit on a bridge as thousands of fePA
workers, nonprofit lawyers, teachers, and
doctors are trying to get to work so they
can really make a difference. Lastly, they
may have to accept that pure socialism
failed in the most embarrassing way and
that stock ownership is widespread and no
longer limited to Manhattan powerbrokers.
Without some severe changes in the pro
testers' practices, their cause will gain no
acceptance.

Nota Bene

Tuesday, October 8, 2002 Page 3

NEWS
• •

•

411
I

•

•

The SBA Beat
•

•

•

BY TROY D . BYERS

Staff Writer

NEWS FROM THE GW COMMUNITY

Arresting Development
Although the IMF/World Bank m eetings were met with relatively quiet
protests that did not come close to the level of participation seen in
April 2000, the arrests on Friday, September 27th did hit close to
home for the Law S chool. Several hundred people were arrested on
September 27th, a day in w hich the protest organizers predicted that
they would shut down Washington, D.C. According to one report, at
least six GW Law s tudents were arrested and charged with "failure to
obey." One student who was arrested claimed that the police gave no
such order prior to his arrest, and the law s tudents arrested are
pondering a civil action against the city in r esponse. This student was
kept in p olice custody for nearly eighteen hours, thirteen of which were
while he was handcuffed. The next issue of Nota Bene will fully investi
gate this late-breaking development.

Be Productive
GW Law st udents are encouraged to participate in t he annual Equal
Justice Works Career Fair that will o ccur in Washington, D.C. on Friday,
October 25th and Saturday, October 26th at the Omni Shoreham
Hotel in t he Woodley Park section of the city. There will be opportuni
ties for students to meet with as many as 200 employers, including
government agencies, non-profit organizations, and public interest law
firms. Attendance in p ast years indicates that over 1,200 law s tudents
have participated. In addition to meeting with employers, students will
be able to attend workshops and programs on public interest topics, as
well as informational meetings with employers. Only 2Ls and 3Ls will be
able to participate in t he formal interviews with employers at the EJW
Career Fair, although ILs are invited to attend. Students should make
arrangements with the Career Development Office by October 9th if
they are planning to attend.

Happy Birthday
The U.S. Claims Court is being honored for its twentieth anni
versary on October 3rd and 4th at the Capitol Hilton. The judicial
conference, entitled "Perspectives on Suing the Sovereign Here and

Abroad" will inc lude GW Law professors Richard Pierce, Steven Schoo
ner, and Joshua Swartz. In addition, the GW Law Review and GW
International Law Review will publish articles based on the conference.

Other speakers at the conference include other members of academia,
U.S. Claims Court judges, federal appellate judges, other judges, and
public and private lawyers.

Coming Soon to a Law School Near You
There are three notable events coming to the GW Law Sc hool in ea rly
October. First, LL102 will be the location of an International and
Comparative Law Brown Bag presentation on October 8th, led by Pro
fessor James Mathis and entitled "The WTO Doha Development Round
and the Law of Regional Trade Agreements." Next, "Internet Regula
tion from a Japanese Perspective," led by Mr. Kozo Yabe Yuasa and
Hara, Tokyo, Japan, will occur on October 8th in t he Faculty Confer
ence Center. Finally, the Law S chool will be hosting a presentation from
Supreme Court Justice Yuriy Sidorenko from the Russian Federation.
This presentation, to be held on October 10th, from 4:15 to 5:30 PM in
the Moot Court Room, will be accompanied by a reception in t he Kelly
(i.e., new leather) Lounge.

I

This past week's SBA meeting was
significant less for ground-breaking propos
als and voting than for "house-cleaning"
matters and determining the direction that
the Law School is taking as it exists out
side the realm of the student body. In the
issues that it did address, however, the SBA
continued its trend of focusing on grass
roots issues that affect the student body at
large rather than merely chasing the chi
mera of self-importance and interest.
Of particular note was the report by
Treasurer Zach Ellis that although the Stu
dent Association (SA) has recovered the
missing funds that threatened to harm cash
flow to the SBA and subsequently to Law
School student organizations, the SA has
proposed to reduce the SBA's allocation by
nearly $10,000 from the original amount.
"This allocation is a slap in the face," Ellis
proclaimed. "We relied on the representa
tions received by SA and created a budget
promising [student organizations] money
based on those understandings, only to have
the rug yanked out from under us.'' While
the SBA has vowed to honor the budgets of
student organizations already approved for
funding, the ability to grant ad hoc alloca
tions to organizations will be most detri
mentally impaired, which is bad news for
new organizations that have no budget and
rely on "ad hoc"s as their sole source of
funding. What is perhaps most disconcert
ing to the SBA is the funding disparity be
tween the Law School and the Medical
Schoot. Medtcat schoot tees diverted to tUe

SA equal just over 518,000 and the Medi-

ca/ School receives a $30,000 allotment
from the SA; the Law School, in compari

son, hands $42,000 from student tuition
over to the SA while receiving back just

$21,000.
Other noteworthy issues discussed at
the recent SBA meeting include a program
being initiated by Vice-President Joshua

Harris and Alumni Director Will Williams
to coordinate efforts between Law School
alumni and student organizations. Regard
ing this coordinated effort, Williams stated
that "[b]oth efforts combined should ensure
greater interaction between the Law School
and its alumni."
The SBA meeting culminated with a
very productive question and answers ses
sion with Dean Michael Young, address
ing everything from grading curves and
wireless Internet to the temperature con
trol (or the lack thereof) of many class
rooms. Perhaps one of the most intriguing
subject discussed is the upcoming imple
mentation of wireless Internet throughout
the Law School. This implementation,
which could be up and running within the
next few weeks, combined with the addi
tion of more student lounges to accommo
date group meetings, would have the prac
tical effect of extending the useful advan
tages of the Burns Law Library without
actually tackling the mammoth task of reno
vating the library, which would run deep
into the millions of dollars.
Immediately following the meeting,
ten law school students filed over to the SA's
meeting to protest the unfair allotments
proposed by the SA to the SBA. According
to Chantale Lamitte, 3L, who was in atten
dance, "[w]e basically told them that we
weren't just a small group of law students
talking, we were representing the whole law
school. To anger the law school students

•was To sh oot V\\en\se\ves Yrv vYve. T ooT \as. \\
could have a detrimental effect on how we
as future alumni would contribute to our

alma mater]."
Editor's Note: Mark Hershfield is the
Editor-in-Chief of this publication as well
as a Student Association Senator. Mr.
Hershfield took no part in the editing of
this article

Thirsty Thursdays Return to Help Students Relax
BY BRANDON M oss

News Editor
It is something that has been missing from law stu
dents' lives in the past two years: free alcohol at the Law
School at the end of the week before going out for happy
hour or to Bar Review. In the past, law students were able
to unwind and relax on Thursdays courtesy of free beer
flowing from kegs located by the University Yard entrance
of the Law School. Last year, in the spring, there were
only a few sporadic opportunities for law students to re
ceive beer through "Thirsty Thursdays." Now, six weeks
into the semester, the Student Bar Association has already
organized two weeks' worth of Thirsty Thursdays.
And, according to SBA Vice-President Joshua Har
ris, the SBA plans on continuing Thirsty Thursdays. SBA
President De' Famuyiwa finds that Thirsty Thursdays, also
known as a Barrister's Social, "is a very convenient way
for students to kick back and socialize after the week. It is
about [law students] getting to know each other outside

the classroom context." Famuyiwa is also motivated to
hold the event based on its past success rate, which in his
words shows that law students "work hard and play hard
too!"
In a somewhat unusual arrangement, Thirsty Thurs
days are occurring in the hard lounge late in the after
noon, with alcohol served by University employees. This
is a change from the past when students were able to enjoy
the outdoor kegs, served by other law students. Harris
noted that University policy changed this year, requiring
that alcohol be served by University employees. At one
Thirsty Thursday, Student Affairs employees were the bar
tenders. Still, this does not foreclose the chance that other
non-students act as bartenders, so long as they are Univer
sity employees. University policy further prohibits kegs
on the Law School side of the University Yard. Harris
speculated that the new University policy is aimed at curb
ing underage drinking, although it only adds additional
red tape to planning such an event.
At a cost of $300 to $500 per Thirsty Thursday ex

clusive of security costs, few are questioning the propriety
of such a weekly event. The SBA is open to the idea of
other student organizations co-sponsoring a Thirsty Thurs
day. As shown by the logo featured on all of the cups
handed out during the past two Thirsty Thursdays, BarBri
has split the cost of the beer. Still, the SBA has funded the
other half of the cost for a keg thus far and the program
ming board's budget covered the cost of security. The law
school does not require the kegs to be purchased through
university catering. According to Harris, "We can still
buy our kegs wherever we want. In fact, I believe [the
organizers have] gotten the booze from Riverside Liquors
for both Thirsty Thursdays so far."
There were a few sightings of students wandering
around the Law School with BarBri cups, however, al
though it is unclear whether any beer was being carried
outside of the hard lounge. One thing that should be clear
is that, as Harris stated, "[l]aw school has a way of stress
ing you out, [so] why [should it] not offer you a drink at
the end of the week?"
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Letters to the Editor
In Defense of the Protesters

Who Rides the Bus You Ask? I do!

BY JEFF BAR HAM, 3L DAY

BY CHRISTOPHER LA SKOWSKI, 1L DAY

"Globalization today is not working.
It is not working for many of the world's
poor. It is not working for much of the en
vironment. It is not working for the stabi
lization of the global economy." - Joseph
Stiglitz, Former Chief Economist at the
World Bank and Winner of the 2001 Nobel
Prize in Economics
So this fall's IMF / World Bank pro
tests have come and gone in our city of
Washington, DC, and the question in this
week's Nota Bene, I have been told, is what
good are they? I think that Mr. Stiglitz hints
at the answer in one of the first paragraphs
of his recent book. Globalization And Its
Discontents.
Riots and protests against the poli
cies of and actions by institutions of glo
balization are hardly new. For decades,
people in the developing world have rioted
when the austerity programs imposed on
their countries proved to be too harsh, but
their protests were largely unheard in the
West. What is new is the wave of protests
in the developed countries.
I have a confession to make: when I
was an undergraduate at a small liberal arts
college in the early 90s, I had no idea that
the IMF or the World Bank existed. The
only reason that I figured it out before
people hit the streets in Seattle was that my
younger brother (a self-described anarchist
who is smarter, more articulate and better
informed than me) gave me a series of lec
tures sufficient for me to start paying a little
better attention to how our country inter
acts with the outside world. The protestor
in my family shocked me out of my igno
rance. If only we were all so lucky.
But we're not, and most of the Ameri
can public doesn't give a damn about any
social issue until they see a tangible effect
on their own lives or a compelling story on
TV. Mass protests are one of the few ways
to accomplish both. Since Seattle, DC in
2000, Quebec and Genoa, the percentage
of Americans that are aware that the IMF
and World Bank exist and that their poli
cies are controversial has increased dra
matically. (I do realize that not all of these
protests were aimed at the IMF/WB, but
they did all address the harmful effects of
globalization driven by blind capitalism.)
Last weekend's events were a beautiful ex
ample of how the global elite, while trying
to reflect at least nominal concerns with the
protesters demands, are simultaneously in
creasing their attempts to silence dissent,
with the DC MPD as their foot soldiers.
Unfortunately, when the bulk of the people
in the streets are funny looking kids like
my brother, it's much easier to get a public
mandate to do so.
In the days leading up to the protests,
media sources repeated over and over state
ments from a web site threatening property
damage, even as organizers disavowed the
site and predicted peaceful protests. Chief
Ramsey assured us that if the protests turned
violent or disruptive that the protesters
would find themselves behind bars. My
brother told me that he wasn't coming this
time around because he didn't want to get
arrested. The police rhetoric was enough
to silence him this past weekend. I, how
ever, did attend as a k »al observer in hopes
of helping to protect other protesters from
police abuses as they tried to get their mes
sage out. I spent about an hour with one of
the protest groups Friday morning with my
Legal Observer badge and funny green hat

before I was shoved by police into a plate
glass window (already weakened by a hole
above my head) violently enough that it
began to crack and break apart. Not only
did I spend the next 16 hours in cuffs, but I
also got a personal threat from the officer
in charge that this arrest might keep me
from being admitted to the bar. If I thought
he was right, it sure would be enough to
keep me away from these protests as well.
It's hard to say how many people were
deterred from attending due to the threats
beforehand or the massive arrests on Fri
day. I can tell you that I personally had a
much different gut reaction walking past
the cops in riot gear on Saturday, after it
became clear that my role as a legal ob
server wasn't going to keep me out of jail if
the police decided to get aggressive. Still,
despite the smaller numbers than expected,
the mainstream press did give some cover
age to protester issues, although as always,
with a constant arrogant gaze toward the
folks in the streets. I thought that the Post's
article on "Sovereign Bankruptcy" was es
pecially interesting. The first few para
graphs described a process that had come
of this year's meetings that is supposed to
make it "easier for countries facing cata
strophic defaults to restructure debts[.]"
The article then gets to the serious stuff:
the opinions pushed by Treasury Secretary
Paul O'Neil. His preferred approach is

I was moved by the eloquence and
insight that Dawinder Sidhu offered in the
last issue of Nota Bene ("To Wear a Turban
after September 11"). It may have been the
juxtaposition of this insight on the second
page of the paper with Paul Meissner's in
credible lack of insight on a l atter page of
the same issue ("Who Rides the Bus Any
way?") that struck such a chord when 1 was
reading.
To answer Mr. Meissner's rhetorical
question, I ride the bus (and though I h ave
seen several of my classmates on the same
bus that I ride, I will certainly not defame
them by identifying them as potential "life
failures"). But, my frustrations with the
article are certainly not due to any personal
affront that I felt. My frustrations were not
with factually inaccurate portrayals of bus
ses and the people who ride them. Neither
were my frustrations with the clearly con
fused logic that Mr. Meissner employed in
his argument. (It seems to me that if more
people did take the bus there would be fewer
cars on the road spewing out the pollution
that he vilifies busses for producing. But, I
digress.) My true frustrations were with
the general attitude that bubbled just below
the surface of the article. This attitude is
most certainly not unique to Mr. Meissner;
quite to the contrary, it pervades much of
our society. Mr. Meissner tried to take a
diplomatic approach to letting his feelings

apparently "more flexible loan terms." 1

abovit tVie bus system V>e k nown, but even-

don't know about you, but when I hear about
"flexible loans," I th ink predatory lending.
Had anyone bothered to spend any
time actually mixing with the protesters it
would have been fairly easy to collect fly
ers concerning their specific demands, if
you hadn't gotten the picture already from
Saturday's speakers such as Ralph Nader.
The Mobilization for Global Justice lists
four main demands:
Open all World Bank and IMF
meetings to the media and the public.
Cancel all impoverished country
debt to the World Bank and IMF, using the
institutions' own resources.
End all World Bank and IMF poli
cies that hinder people's access to food,
clean water, shelter, health care, education,
and right to organize. (Such "structural
adjustment" policies include user fees,
privatization, and economic austerity pro
grams.)
Stop all World Bank support for
socially and environmentally destructive
projects such as oil, gas, and mining ac
tivities, and all support for projects such as
dams that include forced relocation of
people.
My favorite poster of the weekend
was simple and to the point: "YOU DON'T
HAVE TO F#*! OVER THE POOR TO
SURVIVE." You may, however, have to
inconvenience the rich to get anyone to lis
ten to you. Further information on criti
cisms of the World Bank and IMF can be
found
at
www.50years.org
and
sept.globalizethis.org.

tually he lets loose and tells his readers that,
"sadly enough, buses have a reputation for
attracting the homeless and the poor."
On one level this is simply a return
to the days of high school, when it wasn't
cool to ride the yellow bus. This level isn't
even worth responding to. But on another
level, it is a telling statement, a statement
that too many people would be ready and
willing to agree with. Why is it sad that
the poor utilize public transportation? Is it

v

troublesome that the poor have found a way
to become mobile, and are not neatly tucked
away east of the Anacostia River? Or, does
simply having to see visual proof of the
existence of this wretched, untouchable
caste - the poor and homeless - so offend
the sensibilities of those "who can afford a
car" that they do not even want to chance
such an encounter? Both of these conclu
sions are implicit when one states that hav
ing a reputation for serving the poor is
"sad." Isn't this the idea of a public trans
portation system, to allow all people a
chance to move freely throughout the city?
I do not mean to say that Mr.
Meissner is an evil person. However, this
kind of subtle elitism goes unchecked in the
minds of many people who will soon be in
a position to affect public policy in this
country. By allowing these kinds of state
ments to slide through, we condone the
underlying assumptions that we all hear,
but do not want to acknowledge. By say
ing that one who rides the bus is a "life
failure" we give ourselves a way to ratio
nalize policies that prop up the status quo
at the expense of the poor. After all, why
should we worry about those who have
failed? We have won the game, fair and
square. We allow ourselves to believe these
kinds of statements so that we do not ever
have to move outside of our own comfort
zones and acknowledge inequities in our
society.

Public transportation is just that, it is
designed to serve the public good. There
are certainly many reasons to support an
expanded subway system over a revamped
bus service. However, I certainly hope that
the WMATA can find reasons more signifi
cant than offending the sensibilities of the
rich and powerful. Take a moment to step
outside of your comfort zone sometime this
week, take a ride on the bus.

Moot Court: The Debate Continues
BY JEREMY MEDE VOY, 2L DAY
I am writing to respond to Tiffany
Hamilton's letter to the editor, published in
Nota Bene on Tuesday, September 24,2002.
First, I want to commend Ms. Hamilton for
this wonderful insight. She displayed such
excellent writing skills and a sharp ability
to make her point clearly - it is now easier
for me to see that some students are actu
ally qualified to be judges for the moot court
board first year competition.
Nonetheless, I d o have some impor
tant issues to raise with Ms. Hamilton's ar
guments. She first noted that it is "futile"
to compare GW's first year competition to
that of Yale and UC Davis because those
schools have a much smaller first year en
rollment. Fair enough, Ms. Hamilton. But
I also compared GW with Georgetown. You
must have simply forgotten this point, but 1
will remind you. Georgetown uses local
and federal judges to judge the first year
moot court competition. And what is
Georgetown's first year enrollment? 450.
Now I w as never good with numbers, but I
am pretty sure that 450 is the same number
as 450. So then how does Georgetown
manage to recruit these judges? Does the

Georgetown University Moot Court Board
work harder than GW's in organizing its
competition? With time and devotion, the
moot court board at Georgetown makes it
happen. Perhaps if the GW Moot Court
Board spent less time at its meeting dis
cussing my letter and "making fun of me,"
it might have more time to design an effec
tive plan for the first year competition.
Ms. Hamilton also argued that the
moot court board is a student run organiza
tion and that in "most student-run skills
boards and organizations, students select
their own members." Ms. Hamilton is cor
rect here. Most student run organizations
select their own members. But this doesn't
mean that because most do, that you must
also do it this way. I guess it is okay to
follow the pack - it just makes more sense
to me to have the most qualified people
judging the members. The GW Women's
basketball team is a student basketball team.
But I am more comfortable if a qualified
coach selects its members.
I want to conclude by again thanking
Ms. Hamilton for her letter. I appreciate
the thoughtful response.

Nota Bene
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Whatever Happened to Personal Responsibility?
BY DEREK MELLO

Staff Writer
The date is October 10,2005. On you
way to work, you pick up the paper and read
the headline: Television Industry Sued for
Causing Obesity. You read on - Public in
terest law groups filed a lawsuit naming
many of the leading entertainment compa
nies as defendants and charging them with
causing obesity. The lawsuit alleges that
shows such as E.R. and Law and Order
overcome people's wills, causing them not
to exercise and to just sit in front of the
television and eat.
This may seem unbelievable, but if
five years ago you had told members of the
fast food industry they would be defendants
in lawsuits alleging they were responsible
for the diets of their customers, they would
have laughed at you. Fast food, baseball
bats, skis, cars, guns, cigarettes, and bev
erages are just a few of the products and
industries that are continually sued by
people who use their products for both le
gitimate and illegitimate purposes. They
then sue the makers of the products because
they believe it was the product, not their
own action, that caused some negative re
sult.
And don't forget about crime. There
is an almost endless list of reasons lawyers
have used to argue that criminals are not
responsible for the crimes they willingly
commit. (A much more comprehensive list
of recent lawsuits involving cases where
people willing used products and then
blamed the maker of the product for the

result

is

available

at

www.overlawyered.com. To see it, go to the
site and click on "personal responsibility.")

The continual legal attacks on per
sonal responsibility and the resulting ram
pant destruction of personal responsibility
is like a cancer infecting the very fabric of
American society. The alleged public inter
est work done by lawyers such as Professor
Banzhaf is transforming the U.S. from a
nation known for giving people the oppor
tunity to work hard and achieve anything,
into a nation in which the new American

dream is to be part of a class of alleged vic
tims which entitles you to large compensa
tion.
Although the danger posed to our way
of life by the denial of personal responsi
bility is perhaps greater today than at any
other time, the problems this denial causes
by splitting society into competing groups
of victims are not new to society. During
the debates leading up to the ratification of
the Constitution, James Madison wrote
Federalist No. 10, in which he addressed
the tremendous danger that faction posed
to republics. He defined faction as "a num
ber of citizens ... who are united and actu
ated by some common impulse of passion,
or of interest, adversed to the rights of other
citizens, or to the permanent and aggregate
interests of the community." What he was
expressing then was a great concern that
groups of people with a common interest
would work together to get the government
to favor their group to the detriment of so
ciety as a whole.
Lawyers such as Professor Banzhaf
may believe they are serving the public in
terest through lawsuits such as the current
one involving fast food. What they are re
ally doing is creating a society which is di
vided into different groups of victims, none
of whom are responsible for whatever ails
them, but all of whom seek to use the gov
ernment to compensate them at the expense
of others. Not only is this furthering the
very factionalism that Madison argued is
the greatest danger to republics, but it is
doing so in a much more dangerous way
then Madison could have imagined. The
factionalism created by such lawsuits pits
groups of alleged victims, who create noth
ing, and who themselves caused the very
ailments they allege others did, against

groups that actually produce goods and con
tribute to society.
One need not study the Federalist
papers or know the history of republican
governments to know the current legal
course leading away from personal respon
sibility is wrong and detrimental to society.
Using simple logic and reality, one clearly
sees why lawyers working to create a legal

system where no one is responsible for their
own actions are wrong.
Take the fast food case. The reality is
that no one forces people to eat at
McDonalds, just as no one is forced to do
virtually anything in this country. Like ev
ery product imaginable, fast food has a le
gitimate use and it can have negative ef
fects when used improperly. It is the people
who freely buy products and who freely
decide how they use these products that are
the actual cause of any harm that results
from that use. People are completely free
to eat whatever they want. No one could
seriously argue that no choice of what foods
to eat exists in this country. People are also
free to exercise as little or as much as they
choose. It is the individual choices made
by every person as to where and how much
to eat and exercise that governs what the
result of eating fast food is.
I do n ot mean to pick on fast food or
weight issues; I am using fast food only
because of the recent publicity involving
that case. The reality of free choice and ac
countability for that choice exists (or should
exist) in all aspects of life. People are free
to choose between committing a crime or
not, working in a job that involves long
hours or one that does not, sacrificing
present income for the expected future ben
efits of more education or not. Indeed, the
list is endless.
The argument that either kids are
forced to eat fast food or the industry's
marketing to kids is responsible for their
diets is also completely ridiculous. It is the
parents of children who controt what then
kids eat, not fast food companies, and it is
the parents of children who should be a big
ger influence on their children than any

marketer. Of course kids see the toy give
aways and want one, but kids see thousands
of things they want. We don't limit the va
riety or amount of toys that can be sold, nor
do we hold Toys R Us liable because they
offer a virtually limitless amount of toys kids
want. It is and always has been the respon
sibility of the parents say to "no" to many
of the things their kids want and to use their
best judgment in raising their children. To

say that parents are not responsible for what
their kids eat leads to the question: what
are parents responsible for? Should the
judgment of parents in raising their chil
dren be replaced by that of the state?
What the lawyers who are conduct
ing lawsuits such as the one against the fast
food industry fail to see is that by attacking
personal responsibility they are attacking
freedom itself. Freedom and personal re
sponsibility are inseparable. A free society
depends on people being accountable for
their choices because it is this accountabil
ity that allows society to be free. If people
are not held accountable for their own
choices only a police state could govern. In
a free state where personal accountability
is removed piece by piece, those who pro
vide services to others will act rationally
and stop providing those services when they
face a reality of ever-increasing liability. If
this occurs across enough sections of the
economy, the government must step in and
force people to provide services for others
or face a complete breakdown of society.
The result of this is, of course, the end of
freedom.
While this may seem far-fetched,
think about it. Would a farmer continue to
farm if he were liable to everyone who
choked on the food he grew, or to everyone
who failed to eat enough vegetables? Would
a doctor continue to provide medical ser
vice if he was liable for all the unhealthy
choices his patients made? Would you, as a
lawyer, continue to be one if your client
could bold you liable because be failed fo
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were held liable to students who failed to
study?

While there is certainly no risk of this
occurring tomorrow, the only destination
that the current road away from personal
responsibility leads to is the end of free
dom.

The Politics of Dissent
I have always been a critic of the concept of political would be better situated in a monarchy then a democracy.
In a democracy, people are free to express their views.
:orrectness. I think it harms discussions in class and in
Freedom of speech is a principle that underlies this na
>ociety i n general. Lately, this virus called political cor
tion. Those who wish to restrict this right are the threat to
rectness has further infiltrated our society. Since Septemthis country. When the leaders of this nation advocate the
5er 11th, political correctness has overcome Congress to
the point where it has been almost impossible to distin
guish between Democrats and Republicans. Instead of rep
resentatives, we have seen spineless individuals who have
become nothing more than "yes men and women" when it
comes to disputes with the President. This trend, how- •
#
ever, can and may be halted in the near future. , ,
•
* TTr\Tl QTTTMT^I
>O
First, it is important to recognize how much this .
f
W
/irus has truly-infected the halls of Congress. Before •
September 11th, Congress was the home of tierce de
bates. This was the way our founding fathers wanted it
o be. Individual representatives from across the country
fathered together to voice the concerns of their constitu **•» BY MARK HERSHFIELD..'*
ents on the great issues of the day. The members repre
sented their constituents, and consensus was rare, fiery
speakers dominated the sound clips from these institutions.
silencing of dissents, they in essence turn into the tyrants
Ever since September 11 th, however, a silence has
they once abhorred. When they challenge the integrity of
descended upon Capitol Hill. This silence has been orches.
" is nation rather
trated bv a presidential administration which views "unity" members of Congress, they embarrass this nation
commitment of
as the on,y way to achieve foreign policy goals. In the eyes
members of Congress to securing the American people,
of these individuals, dissent among American lawmakers
they truly cross the line.
is a dangerous problem. It makes us weak in the eyes ot
This leads me to a glimmer of h ope that I h ave seen

INSIDE
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individuals

in Congress. Finally, members are standing up against

policies they oppose. There is something refreshing about
the Senate Majority Leader getting up on the floor of Con
gress and "calling a spade a spade. There is something
pleasant about hearing members discussing the pros and
cons of a potential war in Iraq as opposed to watching
lemmings follow the President into war. There is some
thing bracing about watching the return of partisan poli
tics.

I for one find the atmosphere the past two weeks in
Congress to be invigorating. Beginning with the opposi
* tion to the Homeland Security Bill, it is beginning to
t look like people are willing to stand up and oppose what
" they perceive to be wrongheaded policies. Congress was
m not designed to be a rubber stamp, but a body of leaders
* who were to formalize policy for the citizens. The United
States is a better place when its leaders thoroughly discuss
policy choices and decisions.
Unity is a scary thought. When I see legislation pass
through both Houses of Congress, it makes me suspicious.
When discussions go on without debates, it makes me sus
picious. Debate does not make us appear weak in front ot
our enemies; it makes us stronger as a nation. It demon
strates that in America all voices are heard. We a re not a
nation of the elite, but a diversified group of individuals.
That is what makes this country strong. The true patriots
are those who stand by their beliefs and express their
thoughts, not those who bow to political pressure.
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Club Sports on the Rise?
BY JOHN LOVRICH

Staff Writer
Varsity sports are becoming more and
more competitive. Fewer students are able
to join their school teams, especially stu
dents who have not been previously re
cruited. Unfortunately, this is leaving a
large number of students, especially young
men, without any opportunity to play a com
petitive sport during their college years.
This has received national attention
recently. Bill Penington wrote an article
entitled "Want to try out for College Sports?
Forget it" (N Y Times, 9/22/02). In some
sports, such as baseball, there is usually a
rather large pool of potential players and
very few slots available on the varsity team.
Athletic directors and coaches are finding
it almost impossible to let walk-ons make
the varsity squad unless they are simply
phenomenal.
Perhaps more important than athletic
skill alone is the time that varsity sports
occupy. Varsity athletes play in both the
spring and fall. At least half of their wak
ing hours are spent with the athletic squad.
Many serious students simply are not will
ing to devote such a large percentage of their
time to athletics. Other leagues, such as
intramural or sandlot leagues, are possible
alternatives, but the skill level of the play
ers in those leagues is often questionable.
Thus, many students simply give up the
hope of working competitive athletics into
a busy schedule. However, a new trend may
bring a breath of fresh air into the stagnant
world of college sports.
Club sports have always existed at the
university level. For most of last century,
when women's sports were permanently
forced to the background, "club sports" was
the euphemistic title given to women's
teams, with the obvious insinuation that
women were merely "playing, not "com
peting." That changed with the advent of
Title IX in the 1970s, which stipulated that
universities must provide equally for men's
and women's teams. Even though that is
sue is still under debate, club sports have
moved beyond that period and are entering
into a new era.
The rejuvenation of club sports is a
recent development. For instance, George
Washington started a club baseball team in

2001. It is the first major American sport
to start a club team here (Soccer has both a
men's and women's club team). The league
itself is also relatively new, starting just two
years ago and fielding teams from the Uni
versities of Maryland and Virginia among
others.
The most interesting element of this
new club circuit is that, while the time de
mands are dwarfed by those of the varsity
team, there is a high skill level among the
players. In fact, last year's starting pitcher
for the club team, Dave Cutler, was "called
up" by the Colonials varsity team this year.
In addition, on this year's club team, there
are six former varsity players, five of whom
come from the Colonials varsity squad.
There is a try-out period for the club
team, but the standards differ from those
for varsity teams. While some players are
cut, most are taken onto the roster. Also, in
contrast to varsity sports, club teams allow
a player to still have a life. Missing a prac
tice with the varsity team often means au
tomatic benching. However, with a club
squad, an entire weekend of games can be
missed if there is a prior or more important
commitment. This harmonious balancing
between real life and sports can allow many
older students to still play competitively
while not having to sacrifice work or aca
demics.
Baseball players, unlike other ath
letes, have had a particularly difficult time
finding competitive leagues which still al
low them to devote their main attention to
academics and a career. Forever a team
sport, requiring no less than a dozen able- \
bodied players in order to have anything
resembling competitive play, baseball
games are difficult to organize and, in all
fairness, are quite boring when played
poorly. However, in light of the relatively
large pool of players who are shunned by
the varsity team but who still possess strong
enough skills to make the game fun and
interesting, club sports, and baseball in par
ticular, are adding another level to the hi
erarchy of college sports. If this trend con
tinues, there may be many more students
participating on university sports teams in
the near future. And these athletes really
will be competing for little more than the
love of the game.

I Am Not Bitter
BY JEREMY MEDEVOY

Lawyers Blowing Smoke
BY GUALBERTO GAR CIA JON ES

Staff Writer
Is it me, or are there an inordinate
number of smokers in law school? I have
often wondered this when walking into the
building through the University Yard
Square and seeing almost everyone out there
sucking on a cigarette. Different thoughts
and explanations come to mind: the high
stress of school, the average law student's
special focus on image and the subsequent
peer pressure, the professional boon of bigtobacco lawsuits, and ... oh yeah addiction.
There is another occasion when I ex
perience the exact same feelings and have
similar thoughts, and that is the moment I
set foot in my beloved homeland of Spain.
There too, the second that people get out of
the airplane, it's poison time. People must
think it is great, because not only can you
poison yourself but also you can poison the
little kids and everyone else waiting to catch
a plane or get their luggage.
Along with the obvious feelings that
are stirred in a non-smoker at the stupidity
of smoking, I have the dilemma that I tend
to believe that the government should not
regulate society. (I know; it's a paradoxical
position for someone studying the law.) My
personal opinion is that I would neither
prohibit smoking nor would I allow the as
tronomical big-tobacco lawsuits to be liti
gated. It is especially poignant that the very
people (lawyers) who sued the heck out of
these companies are enjoying the product
they (we?) painted in such a bad light.
Aside from the legal implications,

here are some facts about smoking so that
no one who reads the Nota Bene can claim
ignorance of the specific results of smok
ing. There are an estimated fifty million
smokers in the United States and 1.1 bil
lion worldwide. Cigarette smoking directly
causes three million deaths a year. Follow
ing current population trends and percent
age of smokers therein, by 2030 approxi
mately one hundred million people will die
unnecessarily each decade from smoking
cigarettes. Smoking, in fact, has been
named by the Veteran's Affairs Medical
Center in Washington, D.C., as the single
largest preventable factor in premature
death, disability, and disease.
The only reason that tobacco is not
seen as serious as other "hard" drugs has
to be the fact that there is usually a 30- or
40-year period between the onset of smok
ing and the deaths it causes. You may say
that tobacco is not as addictive as say, crack,
but people who smoke invariably become
addicted, and the results of smoking addic
tion end up being as visible and as lethal as

any other "junkie's."
In a n institution where policy drives
the way we think, whether it be interpret
ing the laws of the legislator or the judg
ments from the bench, how can we over
look this simple policy consideration?
Smoking impedes free choice over one's
actions, by way of addiction, and will end
up killing that person. Pretty cut and dry,
no?
Given that students spend most of
their day on campus, wouldn't it be wise to
prohibit smoking, as a matter of policy?
Would the policy of banning smoking from
university grounds be as clear as any of
Judge Cardozo's? I would say it would be
much clearer, and would have a much
greater societal impact.
What is the implication of prohibit
ing smoking on university grounds alto
gether? We prohibit drinking, and one is
clearly able to drink his glass of wine with
his meal for his entire life and be neither
addicted nor harmed by it. Would it be such
a great abrogation of personal liberty to
prohibit smoking? Do people have the right
to kill themselves on university grounds?
Could the school have a policy that states:
Because we don't want to impinge on your
rights, we aren't going to prohibit jumping
off of high places head-first, so if you do it,
you must be at least ten feet from our door
ways? To me, the right to suck in poison
ous fumes makes as much sense. Again let
me note that, if it were up to me, as a mat
ter of policy there would be no enforceable
policy. It irks me to leam how so much of
our legal system is based on the making

and enforcing of policy aimed at subgroups,
like criminals, but not at the general popu
lace when the harm of this accepted activ
ity is as evident as smoke being blown in
our face.
In my opinion, it all comes down to
the superficiality of our policy consider
ations as exemplified by the reasoning be
hind so many laws. We don't want dirty,
rowdy drunks around, but smokers are
hardly a problem to anyone (except them
selves) if they smoke outside. Yes sir, that
is how much the state cares for your health.
Shouldn't we also socialize our health care
system? I don't think so.
It is the blaring gaps, the inconsis
tencies, the absurd pretension to justice of
man-made law, exemplified by our attitude
towards tobacco, that make me doubt the
legitimacy of the law. It is this very hypo
critical ability of people (and lawyers are
people) to ignore their own acts while ac
tively pursuing the punishment of others
that obliterates the idea of a justice system.

Staff Writer
With only one exception, the re
sponses that I received to my last submis
sion were all the same. "Bitter, are you,"
one girl remarked? "I never knew you were
so bitter," another exclaimed. I m ust say, I
am shocked that a bunch of future lawyers
can come away with such a narrow read
ing. Bitter? Am I b itter because I expect to
receive quality goods for my money? In
actuality, I am not bitter. In fact, I love this
law school, and I love many of its features.
With that said, I wrote my last submission
because, while I d o indeed love many fea
tures of this school, there are others that I
hope the school will try to improve. I w ant
to try and show my purpose by way of an
analogy. I will compare my $30,(XX) tuition
with my purchase of a $30,000 car.
At the end of this past summer, I used
the money that I earned as a law clerk to
buy a new car. 1 love this car. 1 love its speed,

its CD player, its comfort, and its built-in
DVD player. Similarly, I love this law
school. I lo ve its concerned professors and
its non-competitive atmosphere. I l ove the
Halloween party and Barrister's Ball. I love
Dean's Jeans Day and the food we get for
the various receptions the school holds. I
even love the Moot Court Board!
Now let me get back to the car. Two
weeks ago, I noticed that the leather inte
rior on the passenger's seat was beginning
to rip. I decided to take the car to the deal
ership for them .to fix it. Now, as I wrote
the last sentence, I could hear the shouts
from my readers. You a re yelling that I am
bitter, right? You must be. I am bitter be
cause I am complaining about the ripped
interior, right? Under the reasoning of my
readers that called me "bitter," I should not
have taken my car in to the dealership. In
stead, I should just be happy with the fea

tures that I love. Under their reasoning, I other students' hands in the elevators? It is
not unreasonable. I am simply looking to
am "bitter" for taking the car in.
I und erstand that this is the way those improve some features at this school that 1
readers feel, but I d o not follow such rea love.
How was I trying to improve these
soning. I lo ve my car, and I s pent a l ot of
money*for it. Within reason, the car should features? Through journalism. I was hop
meet my expectations. I should receive a ing, for example, that my friends Erik Bap
quality good for the money I paid. I am n ot tist and Mike Silver (SBA reps), would read
asking for a BMW, but I d on't think it is my article and go to work on my concerns.
unreasonable to ask for the leather not to I was looking for the SBA to prove to me
rip. S imilarly, is it unreasonable to ask that that it can accomplish more than the stu
the law school enable its students to email dent government at my elementary school
to an AOL account? Is it unreasonable for (West Davis Elementary) accomplished.
me to request that the vending machines And, I know that it can. These are really
provide cold, refreshing drinks, instead of simple improvements that I am seeking.
hot water? Is it unreasonable to ask the copy With some serious attention, I think the
center to invest in a credit card machine? school can achieve at least some of these
Is it unreasonable to ask the copy center to improvements. And would it be that bad tor
provide me with a class packet that won't us to pursue these improvements? Or will
completely fall apart? Is it unreasonable to we be bitter, in doing so?
ask its students not to slam books out of
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FEATURES
TWO (HEL)L©

The Law Student's
Guide to

BY ERIK BAPT IST

Staff Writer

So it has come to my attention that
Me: Really?
my last article contained some information
Interviewer: I noticed that you worked
that a few of my classmates questioned. for our Congressman. I actually worked
Two of my "critics," in particular, are worth for his opponent that year.
noting. One is Reba and the other is a 1L.
Me: Oh, I'm glad that my guy won
As some of you may remember, Reba though.
was my date to the Barrister's Ball last year.
(Later at lunch)
And after having a wonderful time (she may
Interviewer: So, are you still inter
have a different word choice), she just can ested in politics?
not believe that anyone would express in
terest in me. I know it's hard to believe,
Me: Yeah, I still follow all that stuff.
By E.J. Levin
(Interviewer makes a weird face)
but I'm telling the truth! On a side note,
Me: What? Are you still reeling from
Reba has agreed to go to Barrister's with
me again this year, if 1 behave myself. So that defeat years ago?
Looking back, I d on't think I should
it looks like I'll need a date in February.
I f you are between class es pense (although twenty -two
As for the 1L, whom I shall call have made fun of my interviewers. I ac tu and w ant a quick sn ack or,
bucks is taken from your ac
"Marge," she just does not like me. Before ally received the rejection letter from that
like me, wa nt lun ch in t he five count a s t he ATM machine in
meeting me at a Bar Review, she had al first firm before I had a chance to mail them
minutes between your 2 and 3
2 0 0 0 Penn robs you), by t h e
ready concluded that she would become my my thank-you letter. And I didn't get an i
o'clock
class,
b
es
t
of
luck
time
you g e t back t o the ma
archenemy this year, because she thought offer from the other firm either, but they
finding
anything
good
or
chine someone else ge ts t he
that I was full of myself. She apparently didn't even care to write. Damn, I'm good.
last bag of hard sourdough
arrived at this conclusion after talking with
Finally, I must admit that there are healthy or quic k or cheap.
another 1L who knew me from college. some fun things going on in my life. A | Here are your options:
pretzels, and so you suck it
(Note to reader: By now, I kn ow Marge re group of us 2Ls play in the GW flag foot
A)
A BP or El B urro: No.
up and stand there fo r three
alizes that I'm talking about her.) And ball league on Saturday mornings. It's one And I would tell you why, but
minutes loo king a t th e same
writing about people inquiring into my of the few things that I look forward to dur it involves stuff that Nota
options you l ook a t every day,
availability didn't sit well with her either, ing the week. We've won all our games by
Bene would g e t sued for - like and wh en you finally decide tc
so she let her frustration out on me in the more than twenty points each time. But
defamation of a rest aurant
g e t MAMs, trust me, you are
stairwell as she went to class.
that might be attributed to the fact that
because
I
insinuated
tha
t
late to class.
Well. Marge, I have only one ques we've only played those athletically-chal
bugs
lived
i
n
t
h
e
walls
or
tha
t
D)
The Mar vin Center:
tion for you: how badly do you want me? I lenged undergrads. Given that the average
Again, no; not because I don't
totally see the game that you are playing height of our team is 6'3", the undergrads a rat had been s een in t h e
with me and it's not going to work. You looked like a bunch of Oompa Loompas restaurant in between t h e
like the waffle f ri es a t
can play "hard-to-get" all you want, but I running around the field. But they have garbage cans. And also, by
Chick-Fil-A (which are awe
must draw the line. We cannot play these yet to break out into song and dance about the time your sandwich is
some unless cold and mushy),
games forever — everrtuatVy the clock of op the vices of children.
m a d e , y ou ar e late to class.
and no t because I don't like
portunity will run out. So what's it going
Before I conclude, I have to talk about
B)
La P rima: Well,
paying five bucks for a cup of
to be, Marge?
one of our players. Without trying to of
maybe, if you d on't m ind p ay
c o f f e e a t Starbucks. But be
But I m ust admit that Marge may be fend anybody, I think he is the quintessen
ing six bucks f o r a sandwich.
cause I can't stand waiting
onto something. Since finishing my call tial white guy: all he cares about is how he
They
are
good
and
tasty,
but
fo
r my fiv e buck, albeit
backs, I realized that I may have been a little looks, not how he plays. "Gary," as I shall
be
warned,
no
credit
ca
rds
healthy
- sort of , except for
overconfident with some interviews. Maybe call him, decided it would be smart to cut
t h e over one hundred carbs it was because I wasn't really interested in the sleeves off his jersey. This would be taken unless you are buying
the firms, or maybe it's because I'm an idiot, fine with me, but the prpblem is that his goods over f i f t e e n bucks. An d
and y ummy glass of juice and
but I made some comments that no sane arms remind me more of limp spaghetti if you are, can y ou loa n me
ice and frozen fruit from
person should have ever said. Here are than an arm with any sort of definition. But some of that cash you're
Jamba Juice, in line behin d
some examples (and these are not exaggera no, he did not stop there. Gary bought new throwing arou nd?
ten eighteen-y ear-olds talk to
tions):
sweatbands for his arms and head (of
C)
The vending ma
each other as if "Oh My Sod
(/ enter associate's office and sit course, all name brand). He also thinks it's
chines: Ye ah, whatever. I f
you'll never gues s who said
down)
a good idea to wear earrings and gold chains
it's a f t e r 2 pm, there is no
what t o whom w hy wh en an d
Interviewer: Before I ask you ques while he plays. But the worst thing has to
chance
you
are
going
to
g
et
a
where," and where t h e st a f f
tions about your resume, are there any ques be the fake tattoo of a Himalayan Tiger near
Diet
Coke.
I
f
you
press
th
e
is hav ing a similar conversa
tions that you have for me?
the top of his arm.
Diet
Coke
button,
and
some
tion, and a gain, you are late
Me (looking at the ceiling): No, not
Hey, I believe in the freedom of ex
t o class.
really.
pression. It's just that he's telling every thing comes out, i t is most
Interviewer (with a surprised look one that he can't play and that they should likely a Sprite, and that is
And n ow for something
and a sarcastic response): So, do you want throw the ball his way. He needs to put the only if the machine is takin g
tha t does not suck - the cart
to sit here and do nothing?
team first, that's all. Until next time, you dollar bills , becau se some
lady. Han ds d own t h e be st
Me (trying to be funny): Actually, do can catch me (and Gary) at the comer of times, for reasons unknown, it
deal
with in a two-blo ck ra
you mind if I use your computer and check 23rd and Constitution playing football at 10
just
doesn't
want
to
e
a
t
an
dius.
Die t Cherry Co ke, hot
my email?
AM on Saturday mornings. All are wel
othe r dollar b ill. The foo d
dog specials, blow pop s, and in
Interviewer: Wow. Ok . . . let's talk come to ridicule him.
vending
m
achine
is
another
under
one minute for under
about your resume, I guess.
stor y altogether. Besides t he
fiv e bucks, you c an be as full
(Later that interview)
f a c ts that t h e "Party Mi x"
as a piggy and o n time t o
Interviewer (to the best of my recol
lection): Blah, blah, blah .... I know that
has been in there since 1972,
class. Now healthy, maybe
was a longwinded response, but does that
and n o one likes c innamon P op
not, but as your lawy er, I
answer your question?
Tarts, healthy options are
highly advise you t o become a
Me (joking around): I'll be honest. I
limited. "Mr. Na tural" is sort
patron of t h e cart lady. (Or,
wasn't really paying attention, so I don't
of healthy, but on ly tast y if
stay a t home and skip class as
know. But thanks for trying.
you are a rabbit, or someone
you are going t o be la te any
Interviewer (even more shocked):
who likes a ton of unsalted,
way, and save t he money try
Wow, I d on't know what to say.
sta
le
seeds.
There
is
plenty
ing to park, and watc h "The
Me (again joking): How about noth
of "bad for you but t a s t e s re Price is R ight," cuz Bob rocks
ing and do us both a favor?
ally good" food, but again, the - and someday, he just might
Interviewer (excited): Oh look! It's
machine doesn't al ways wa nt
need t o hire you as his lawyer
time for your next interview. It's been in
t o eat dollar bil ls. So if you
teresting talking with you.
f o r all th at sexual harass
Me: I w ish I co uld say the same.
run and try t o g e t change
ment he seems to commit, and
Here's another example (but not as
from a twenty, because th at
you should be we ll versed in
bad):
is the only thing ATM s dis
Plinko.)
Interviewer: Hey, I think we're from

WHAT SUCKS

Food Options at GW

v;
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SEXLESS in
the CITY
Hooking Up is Hard to Do
BY SARAH HEN SLEY

Staff Writer

Older, But Wiser
Across
1 Pygmalion playwright
5 Viral infection
9 Piece of cake
13 Apiece
14 Zealous
15 Lad
16 Aging politician?
19 Owns
20 American writer
21 Waistline shaper
22 Prompts
23 Vegas sight
24 Scrubs vigorously
27 Go-getter
28 Pint-sized seal
31 San Diego player
32 Da Vinci's Lisa
33 First-rate
34 WWII's Patton
37 Ailments
38 Entry
39 Proportion
40 Nonclerical
41 Some Boston fish
42 Rears
43 Strays
44 Hamlet
45 Kind of anesthetic
48 Nobody's fool
49 Use up
52 IRA perhaps?
55 Track get-together
56 Tend the fire
57 Departed
58 Comfort
59 Weeps
60 Vessel
Down
1 Thomas of clock fame
2 Horselaugh
3 Hotshots
4 British rock group
5 Batting practice areas
6 Fiend

Crossword 101

By Ed Canty

1 2
u
1#
18

5

4
14

•

4

M

3T
40

10 11

•

1

*

•

22

51
54

•

2J

•
•
"

"

•
•

28

23

58

42*

Call me what you will, but I think fore you do here's ten reasons why not to
MHf 44
the occasional hook up is essential to a give in to the urge:
45 4$ 41
48
48 50 51
healthy, happy single life. I know I'm a 1L
10. If your attraction to him is more
and I'm supposed to be studying all the than a momentary rush of lust, this is not
54*
52
time, but all work and no play makes Jill a the best way to go about winning his affec
55
54
it
dull girl. Every once in a while the oppor tions/stealing him from his girlfriend.
51
58
60
tunity presents itself, and as long as you're
9. Despite his (and your) every prorpprotected and respected, then you might as ise to "keep it a secret," it is inevitable that
42 Scoundrel
7
lacocca
43 Related on the mother's
8 Label words
well go for it—just d on't do it too often or both of you will tell someone. Conse
side
9
Chic
your roommates will threaten to post a sign quently, your whole section will know.
44 Chores
10 Denials
up sheet on your door. Let me remind you, Remember: this is high school.
45 Unspecified quantity
11 Cosmetic ingredient
too, that hooking up is a sliding scale stan
46 Kind of bargain
8. It'll really suck when he kicks you
12 Saucy
47 Caesar's fateful day
14 Margins
dard: it may mean kissing, it may mean sex, out of his apartment at 3 am because he
48 Vhin person
17 Mountain
or it may mean any variant in between.
needs to "study." There's no time for cud
49 Overwhelm with flattery
18 Drop anchor
There is, however, one big e-xception dling when you're trying to beat the curve.
50 Skin problem
22 Street edges
to this rule: 1L intra-section hooking up.
7. Two words: beer goggles.
51 Equal
23 Navigational instrument
53 Simpson's judge
24 Coddle
Like teenage suicide in the movie Heath
6. He's drunk, you're drunk and sex
54 Mature
25
lily
ers, it can be summed up best in four little -is always unsanctioned bodily contact.
26 Strangely
words: Just DON'T Do It. For the record, Doing the act with the intent to commit a
27 Fogies
Quotable Quote
the jury's still out on /n/er-section hooking battery and without the privilege of con
28 Sulks
29 Loosen
up. If you're the type of girl who prefers sent makes you subject to liability.
To. me. old age is
30 Pedro's bread
recent college grads who sincerely believe
5. He'll suddenly remember that girl
always 15 years
32 Feelings
they're still living at the frat, then hooking friend he never told you about.
older than I am.
33 Once more
up with a boy from another section might
4. Fornication is a crime in DC. If
35 Unscented
• Bernard Baruch
be just your thing.
36 Storage space
you're going to break the law, it should re
41 Cliff
This is law school, so perhaps a hy ally be worth it. So refer to #7 and look
pothetical will aid in illustrating my point. again: it's probably not.3. Your boyfriend
Picture it:- yet another Thursday night and
By GFR Associates • PO Box *61 Schenectady, NY 11309 - Visit our web site at www.efrpuzzles.cotn
doesn't know about the "open relationship"
you find yourself sipping your seventh policy you've recently established for the
Cosmo (it was a rough week—memos were two of you all.
Crossword Answer on Page 10
2. Do you really want to overhear
due) at Bar Review. You're talking to
people in your section because, really, do yourself referred to as "one of the hoes my
you find yourself talking to anyone else as roommate brought home last week?"
I read Planet Law School and One L and
1. You have to see this person every over and over and OVER again.
of late? The crowd scatters a bit and your
Direct
any
quips,
quotes,
queries,
Law
School Confidential, etc., and they all
group suddenly becomes one guy. In your day. Multiple times every day. If you're
questions,
or
quizzes
to:
assured
me that law students kiss their sex
really
lucky
you'll
even
get
to
see
him
in
drunken stupor you think, "hey he's a
shenslev@law.gwu.edu.
lives
goodbye
once they enroll in classes,
the
library
on
the
weekends.
If
things
go
wicked hottie." When he offers to walk you
*Disclaimer:
Perhaps
I'm
not
entitled
hence
the
title.
badly,
as
they
almost
inevitably
will,
you'll
home (read: invites you to his place) you
find yourself wanting to say yes. But be have to relive those regrettable moments to write a column about sex and law school.

Ron & John
Question: Hi Ron and John. I'm a 1L and I have
been briefing all my cases, outlining for each class, meet
ing daily with my study group, reading study guides, and
talking with my professors during office hours. Is there
anything else that I ne ed to be doing?
- Trying to "Stay Alive" in Section 14

Ron'sAdvice
All of the submissions we've received since the
last issue came out have been anonymous. After all, most
submissions for advice columns are. But every once in a
while, simply by reading the question, one of us can guess
a few things about the questioner. Judging by the question
here, I'd venture to say that the questioner is female. Why
do I assume this you ask? Easy. Women, overall, are crazy.
They take everything to the extreme. Law school included.
Actually, especially law school. I'm sure you've all seen
them. Let me run down some of "Trying to Stay Aiive'"s
characteristics:
1. She ranges in height from 4'11" to 5'7".
2. She's likely unattractive....very unattractive.
3. She walks with her short arms bent and a hunchback.
4. She's very "nice."
5. She has no sexual drive.
6. She has a rolling backpack.
7. She laughs at ALL of the professors' jokes.
8. See #2.
9. She's either always or never at bar review, never in
between.
10. She's either extremely thin or terribly overweight,
never in between.

11. She wears Keds and tube socks.
Undoubtedly, Ms. Trying to Stay Alive, you're cov
ered. I appreciate the fact that you've written in to us.
You ha ve the honor of being Ron and John's first submis
sion, but I have to tell you: 1 hate you and you suck. I'm
glad you have no sexual drive. As a matter of fact, I'm
glad that no male (and likely no female, but the standards
there are a bit lower) has ever wanted to have sex with
you. And I know that kills you. You'd give up all of your
future successes - your memberships on law review and
moot court, your stellar grades, your highly paying job,
and your state-of-the-art rollie bag -for just a chance, just
a chance, to have a man (or woman) pleasure you. But
alas, lonely you remain and lonely you shall forever be.
And in the end, she who dies with the most toys (and ugly),
still dies (ugly).
But back to your question. Your cutoff date should
be around Halloween, give or take a couple of weeks. Any
sooner, you'll burn out. Any later, you'll cram to get your
outlines done when you should be studying. So chill. And
get your hair done. And gain (or lose) some weight. And
go to a strip club or watch a porno and try to remember
what a sex drive feels like.

John's Advice
First of all, I appreciate the question. But seriously,
why the hell are you killing yourself with all that work?
All you need to do right now is read for class. That's it.
You should only start outlining in November, maybe midlate October if you want to be a geek about it. Your study
group should not even exist right now. Let me guess, you
meet with your study group and waste most of the time by

•

•
•

focusing on unimportant details, gossiping about class
mates, and trying to memorize the material as if the exam
were in two days? Study groups should only meet when
everyone is done outlining and ready to take practice ex
ams together.
Here's what you should be doing: having fun. Grab
a pen and write that down. Your first year of law school is
- by far -your easiest year. Last year, I relived my college
days, going out three nights a week and not remembering
most of those nights. If you're a guy, go out and meet the
girls of this city. I'll let you in on a little secret: telling
girls you're in law school is the best way to their heart.
There's nothing more appealing than a guy with direction
and lots of money in his future. Of course, if you have a
mullet and still wear jean shorts, there's not much hope
for you. And if you're a girl, please email me your picture
with a little biography and a l ist of references.
Let's get back to your study habits. It's people like
you who are the unhappiest in life. If you work hard now
and actually do well, then you'll probably end up at some
big firm that has worse work conditions than a Honduran
sweatshop. And if you're doing all that studying now, you'll
probably get burned out by November. It's all about pac
ing yourself until the end. You can be a world-class sprinter
with your studies, but the chubby little fat kid will beat you
in the end because he kept a slow speed and stopped along
the way to eat (and, thus, have fun).
Get out of the library and start stumbling out of bars.
Take advantage of Thirsty Thursdays, Bar Reviews, and
drunk undergrads. These are the last days of freedom, my
friend. Enjoy it while it l asts.
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Tips for the 1L Male

The Adventures of
Kristen and Sarah

BY STEFANO FORMICA

BY MINDY MANNLEIN

MAXIM Z7 S
Socrates v. Aristotle

For those of you who have ever won
dered about the life of single female lLs
(yes, we do exist contrary to popular belief
- or at least Stefano Formica), here is a
glimpse into our world. Girls, take heed.
Guys, take notes - on your laptops, of
course.
First of all, I guess it begs to be said
that "Kristen" and "Sarah" do not actually
exist. Those are the aliases that my best
friend Tamara (think "camera" but with a
"t") and I made up the night of the bar re
view at LuLu's. Now, why would we do
such a thing, you might ask. The answer is
really quite simple. We were sick of being
hit on by shady guys clearly looking to get
a quick piece of, shall I say, assets. Plus,
let's face it - it makes the game a little more
interesting.
Yes, guys, working the bar scene is a
sport. You have your game; we have ours.
Our main objective is to spend as little
money as possible while still managing to
get a good buzz. Frankly, I have to admit if.
I end up buying more than the first drink
of the night, it pisses me off. And, no, we
experience no guilt whatsoever in accept
ing offers of free alcohol. If a guy is stupid
enough to think that buying us d rinks will
get him any action, then he deserves to part
with his money.
But back to our night at LuLu's. I
have this strange habit of meeting people
from Illinois whenever we go out (Tam has

So here it is. I'm sitting in the Marvin huh, yeah, that's it, "Sensitive." Rolls off
Center, enjoying my Chick Fil-A©, trying the tongue nicely, doesn't it? Girls love
to keep up with the daily lunch talk of the it! Better yet, they yearn for this "sensitiv
group. "Professor so n' so is soooooo cute! ity." So we'll give it to them, en masse.
All we have to do is collect five bucks
Ever since he wore that bow-tie, I mean,
from
each
single guy in our class. By my
Oh my God!" And later, in the soft lounge-—
math,
that
should
be something like a mil
"Did you see the cuff-links this professor
lion
bucks.
Then,
we buy five cute pup
was wearing, like, they had his monogram
pies,
and
pay
for
five
French maids to take
on them, he's soooo dreamy!!!"
Guys, we have a problem. Oh, and extra good care of them, (and us), year
this time, in case you were wondering, study round. Eventually, I mean after we blow
groups are NOT going to cover it. I mean, all our money on the maids, then we'll rent
look at us. Here we are, working day and them out (the dogs, people, not the maids!).
night, night and day, reading cases, brief One hour per day, one day per week...
ing cases, well, at least looking at our books, Multiply that by ... hmmm, forty-nine per
and these wonderful ladies are missing our cent of our class, that'll do it! Perfect. This
infinite virtues. Why? The answer is, as is great. For five bucks, you get the ticket
usual, obvious. Time. That, and a clever to success, the HOV lane to sensitivity, and
plan by our professors. We don't really need French maids to boot! (I don't know what
to be doing all of this work, but if we do, it HOV stands for, but in Cali-Cali, we call it
takes away from our ability to maintain our the carpool). All we have to do then is, to
walk through the hallways of Stockton like
outward charms, charisma, etc.
Jf you ask the ladies what the prob we own the place (we should after three
lem is, they'll simply say that there are "no years of tuition anyway). Excellent. This'll
good guys in my section!" I'm not just talk work for sure!
I can see it now—guys walking all
ing about my section, I mean, this is uni
versal here, 11 to 14, even the night sec over the place with little puppies, who of
tion! But let's think for a second. We're course are perfectly trained (by the maids),
all good guys, right? As a matter of fact, and our beautiful female counterparts get
we're all great guys! We all go to law ting all googly-eyed, following us around!
school, we're all well rounded (perhaps Wow, now that's paradise! "Look, they're
more so mthe stomach area), but still .we're
so sensitive, they have dogs, cute little
\Vve cream ot \Vve cro\i. Vet a strrvpte Yrcyw -t\e
pvipp-y ciog,s , *<a\a/ sY yucVs
TYns \s a /ool
tYus tYieory that it is because all people bom
and cheap cuff-links make you a god! proof plan! Watch out professors, here in Illinois have magnets inserted in them
What's this world coming to? So, MAXI-

MC/S has an answer, again. "Rent-a-pet."
Oh yes, nothing like a little fur ball to bring
these ladies back down to where we can play
too. You know how it is, go to the mall,
bring a golden retriever puppy, and you're
money, baby. (This works even better with
babies, but there may be some legal issues
involved with that).
So this is what we do. We need to
take a stand. We can't compete with PhDs
from Harvard and Yale, but we can use
tricks and gimmicks. Lots of'em. We need
to make it seem like we're sensitive. Uh

we come!

Yeah, foolproof, all right. As in,
you'd have to be a fool to try it, but it would
be nice.... So really, how do we bring back
the attention to ourselves, and show these
ladies what we're really made of? Simple,
the next time you're in line at Chic Fil-A©,
just smile, and ask her how her day was,
and then offer to pay the thirty cents extra
for lettuce and tomato on her sandwich.
She'll think it's cute, and sensitive. Trust
me on that one. SF
Stefano Formica can be reached at
sformica@law.gwu.edii

The Bar Review
Club Five
BY TROY D . BYERS

Staff Writer
Come in to this Dupont Circle club
to gyrate with some downright funky House
music with featured DJ's that keep the
tempo, and your legs, rolling 'til the early
morning. While Five maintains the main
stream club image with their pricey drinks
and cover charge (ten dollars after 11 PM ),
the clientele keep it p retty real. You w on't
find a lot of Superfreak Dance pretension
here that is all too noticeable at many area
dance clubs, just a dof n-to-earth crowd out
for a little drinkin' and dancin'.
The atmosphere does sadly lack a bit
of the cool funkadelia noted at the larger
area dance clubs, h djt this no doubt accounts
lor the less bumptiiisus and arrogant patrons.
There is no dress cixlc here, so you won't
be turned away at the door for wearing kha
kis while someone wearing saran wrap and
sucking a pacifier k "rushed straight in.
A word to the wise is to show up a
little early, as the line can get quite lengthy
later in the evening. However, the line does
move fast, and its proximity to other clubs

allows for gazing at the wonderful pageants
of eye-candy parading through Dupont. But
the gawking need not stop there, as inside
Five hosts a d elicious feast for everyone's
viewing pleasure. The Five crowd is cer
tainly a fun, good-looking, flirtatious lot
that sports few to no wallflowers (that is,
until law students show up).
Once inside, hike up to the second
floor bar which sports a decent sized dance
floor, which can get packed, but still breath
able. If th e dancing gets to be a bit much,
hike up yet another set of stairs to the bal
cony, which wraps around the dance floor
to chill out. This is a place to relax and
actually maintain an intelligible conversa
tion. Better yet, go to the rooftop deck to
regain your second wind while taking in a
view of the city.
Five constantly features guest DJ's
and Happy Hour events that promises to
have a little bit of something for everyone.
Check
out
their
website
at
www.primacycompanies.com/five/
index.cfm to check out weekly events. Club
Five is located at 1214 B 18th St., NW.

so that we are instantly drawn to each other
when we leave the state. Who knows?).
Logically then, the first guy we talked to
that night was born in my home town, and
we went to college in the same city too. We
talked for a while, danced for a bit, and he
asked for my number before he left. I had a
few misgivings about giving it to him, but
the beauty of caller ID on cell phones is
that you can easily avoid talking to people
if you so desire. Well, he most certainly
did call — at about 2:15am that same day. I
just met the guy and already he's making a
booty call?!
This brings me to Lesson #1: Do not
pull a Mike. Drunk dialing a girl within
three hours of meeting her is not cool.
nn-i
.. ,
While a week ,s far too long to wait to call,
three hours is not nearly long enough. Your
best bet is three to four days. You might
also want to watch Swingers. My guy
friends forced me to watch it, but they ap
parently missed some people. Too bad.
As my random luck would have it,
the first guy I talked to at the bar review at

Tom Tom was also from my home town in
Illinois. We had never met before, but I
had heard of him. We knew so many of the
same people it was ridiculous, and we in
stantly hit it off. I t hought this was pretty
cool, and I was pumped to have a guy friend
from home to hangout with — we could
watch Illinois games together! Of course,
that's not exactly what happened.
We met up at Third Edition the fol
lowing Thursday, and that weekend I let
him take me to dinner, with the understand
ing that we were going to "hangout" after
wards. At dinner he suggested I have a glass
of wine "to relax after [my] long drive in."
I was somewhat suspicious of this, but I fig
ured what the heck and had a few glasses.
Then we went down the street and had an
after dinner drink. It was noisy at the bar
so he proposed that we go back to his place
where it was quieter and we could talk. We
all know where this is going, right?
We got back to his place, where he
turned on some music and poured us some
wine. Then he said, "Oh, Mindy, you never
got the full tour before, did you?" Shock
ingly enough, the tour ended in his bed
room. I feel the gist of what went on in the
bedroom can best be summed up by his
statement of "I guess we have different
views on sex." Yes, we most certainly do.
We had never even kissed before, like I was
going to have sex with him! Sorry, I am
not a whore; apparently, he is. This, of
course, brings me to another important
point.
Lesson #2; Do not pull an Trent.
Most girls do not want to sleep with you on
the first date. In fact, the majority of my
friends prefer to wait until they are in love
with a guy before they have sex with him.
The length of time this takes varies. In the
meantime, we want to know that you think
we are hot and that you are turned on by us
and that you want to have sex with us. How
ever - and this is the crucial part - when
we tell you we are not comfortable with
going any further, we want you to say, "Of
course, honey, I totally understand. Why
don't we just go to sleep and I'll hold you
all night." Yes, I a m being completely se
rious, though you can feel free to laugh all
y°u wa"t- You see, it is this stupid thing
we girls have with feeling like you actually
care about us as people and are not just trying to get laid. Honestly, if you hoW off

and do not try to immediately hook up with
us, it makes you look like a much better
guy, which in the end will get you sex
quicker. Hell, it will get us all sex quicker.
And trust me, we are horny too!

Pete's Grill & Deli

Great Food, just minutes from the
law sc hool!
1915 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 463-0723
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The New GW Hospital
BY ERIKA TUR NER

Staff Writer
Health practitioners at the new
George Washington University Hospital are
using the latest in technology in a state of
the art facility designed to put patients first.
The hospital community moved into the
new facility on August 23rd after approxi
mately three years of construction.
The new hospital is the first one to
be built in the city in decades, according to
Marti Harris, the George Washington Uni
versity Hospital communications director.
"The other hospital was built in 1948 so it
wasn't built with today's technology in
mind," said Harris. In further explaining
the rationale behind the new hospital, Har
ris stated, "In order for us to offer this level
of care ... we wanted an opportunity to show
patients that we can give them more time
and more attention."
To that end, the hospital is designed
to prioritize patients' needs. For instance,
the hospital has central nurse stations,
which allow for frequent interaction with
patients. The emergency room in the new
building is almost four times larger than
the old emergency room. The emergency
room also has a new express care compo
nent in order to treat people with minor
injuries more quickly. "This way we've got
trauma bays and more rooms for individu
als brought in on ambulances versus pa
tients that are less critical needs that walk

in or are brought in by a family member,"
said Harris.
Caregivers at the new facility are us
ing technological advancements like Palm
pilots and laptops. These devices allow
physicians and nurses to spend more time
with patients, said Harris. The hospital also
has a new MRI imaging system. In t he ra
diology department, physicians can view
results on computer screens, instead of
printing x-ray films. "It's so much more
efficient and designed to make patients stay
more comfortable," explained Harris.
Isabel Goldenberg, medical director
of the GW Student Health Service, pointed
out that the community was in need of a
new hospital. Goldenberg said the new
structure is conducive to providing a high
level of patient care. According to her, the
spacious facility reduces the wait time for
patients. "It's a very well-designed hospi
tal—it's a top- of-the-art hospital," said
Goldenberg.
Harris said the hospital was built with
the 21st century in mind. "We are able to
grow," she stated, "as tech changes, we can
implement those changes." Goldenberg
also has been impressed with the new fa
cilities. "I adore the facilities," she said.
"They are wonderful. The ER room is spa
cious and well organized." Law students
also share this positive view of the new
hospital. "I think it's great that it houses
more patients," said 3L Monica Barnes.

DEAN YOUNG FROM PA GE 1
and 90 Internet plug-ins according to for the student body," said Young. The
Young. "What we have done more recently number of the square feet in the Law School
is made wireless connection available in increased from 183,000 square feet in 1998
certain parts of the library and this entire to 231,000 square feet this year. This, ac
first floor either is, or will be shortly, wire cording to the Dean, will get the law school
less accessible to your computers," the closer to his goal of having sufficient area
Young said.
for all students to gather and form study
Students can go to the website to get groups.
instructions on how to access the Internet
But the most significant increase in
from practically anywhere on the first floor. the size of the Law School will occur in the
Additionally, students will now be able to next few years as the Law School expands
keep their e-mail adto include the Stuart
dresses past gradua
and Lisner Buildings.
tion. Dean Young
[Law school] rankings
This will provide nine
hopes that this will
more classrooms and
take into account the
allow students to stay
many more offices.
number of books a school Dean Young said that
in touch beyond their
time spent here at
eventually he would
has in their collection.
school.
like to see a new li
"There are schools who
Dean Young
brary as well. "Once
also felt very confi
the dust settles from
creatively count books,"
dent about the number
some of these other
said Young. "There was a
of students passing
projects we hope that
school that purchased
the Bar. GW ranks
will be our next
number nine nation
project," said Young.
boxcar loads of books
ally in Bar passage
The Dean's pre
from Russia for a penny a sentation was fol
rates. Additionally,
GW students are very
book and that gets counted lowed by a short ques
successful at finding
tion and answer ses
as a book."
jobs. Statistics indi
sion, which allowed
cate that, by the sec
the students to speak
ond year out of school, 98% of students are with the Dean about their concerns. The
employed. "We have had a set of increas first questions (Reused on the amount of rev
ingly successful opportunities and capacity enue the Law School must share with the
to place our students," said Young. He at University. Currently, the Law School keeps
tributed this to an increase in the number 77% of its revenue. "In addition to that per
of career service counselors in general and centage, I have cut a number of special deals
in the number of counselors with legal train with the University President," said Young.
ing. This has translated in more employers These deals he went on to state included
getting involved in the Fall Interview Pro keeping all of alumni donations, utilizing
gram.
two floors of the E building, and attaining
One of the Dean's primary concerns Lisner and Stuart halls.
has been the physical facilities. "One of the
Young mentioned that while some
handicaps under which we have labored for law schools share all their revenue with
sometime is the limited capacity of the
See YOUNG page 15
physical facilities that has not been adequate

They Call Them the
Writing Fellows
to admit that not long ago her legal writing
was in dire need of help, too. "I was a pro
Staff Writer
fessional writer before law school," she said,
The telltale signs of a 1L Legal Re "and my first memo sucked ass. Who the
search and Writing deadline were preva hell writes like this? Nobody!" Shklyanoy
lent last week. Computers in the library commiserates with the many students who*
were occupied. Attendance in 1L classes share her experience. "People were good
dropped. And a steady stream of students writers in college, and then they come to
passed through room 419 Burns. The smart law school and get their memos all marked
students, anyway.
up."
Room 419 hosts the law school's
But not all students begin with a solid
Writing Center, staffed by nine 3Ls who writing foundation, said Grimmius. "It re
serve as Writing Fellows to help students ally varies, but we've seen some writing that
leam the art of legal writing. Of course, be is just sad - you wonder how they made it
ing top-flight writers, the Fellows describe this far," she said. But Shklyanoy said the
their job with a little more flair. "Students Writing Fellows can help spare students the
come to us with a small flame of writing shock of red ink - even students who
that we help turn into a bonfire of legal struggled with writing in college. "Writing
writing," explained Writing Fellow Polina is one of those things you either have or
Shklyanoy. Indeed.
you don't," she said, "but legal writing is
To fan the flames of legal writing, very formulaic. It's something we can help
Writing Fellows meet weekly with Profes you learn." Grimmius agreed. "The key to
sor Susan Thrower, associate director of the legal writing is understanding the struc
Legal Research and Writing program, who ture," she said. "The goal of the Writing
arrived at GW in July with an extensive Fellows is to help students help them
background in teaching legal writing.
selves."
"I teach [the Writing Fellows] the
And many students do, especially 1 Ls
pedagogy of teaching their peers," said last week who filled nearly every appoint
Thrower. The weekly meetings include dis ment slot available. Students who want as
cussing the diagnoses and remedies of writ sistance should submit no more than five
ing problems, learning a skill of the week, pages for review, and they should have spe
and sharing tricky cases that have arisen in cific concerns for the Writing Fellows to
the past week, she said. She also briefs the address - citations, organization, and so
group about the material being covered in forth, the Fellows said. "They're not there
the 1L sections each week to help the Fel just to edit people's work," said Thrower of
lows spot potential trouble when students the Fellows. "They're there to help students
come for help.
teach themselves," adding that they do ex
Despite the Fellows' focus on lLs, ceptional work. "They are very, very con
upperclassmen find their service useful, too. cerned about making sure they're giving
"Probably twenty-five percent of the traffic accurate and helpful advice," she said. "I
has been 2Ls, 3Ls, and L.L.M. students so think that demonstrates a very high level
far," said Thrower. 2Ls often seek help re of maturity and dedication to their job."
fining w riting samples before sending them
The Fellows were grateful for
to potential employers, and foreign L.L.M. Thrower's help as well. "She obviously has
students often look for help if English is a passion for writing," said Grimmius who
their second language, she said.
agreed with Shklyanoy that Thrower has
Fellows are available for appoint done a remarkable job in the weekly meet
ments or walk-in visits and encourage more ings. "The class seems more like a group
students to take advantage of their services. of peers trying to work toward a common
"I think a lot of people feel like it's writing goal," she said.
detention," said Fellow Chelsea Grimmius,
Shklyanoy advises more students to
"but it's fast, it's easy, and it's one more set take advantage of the Fellows' team effort.
of eyes to look over your stuff." Grimmius "I've een people who are very good who
said she practices what she preaches - she just need a little affirmation, and I've seen
has her fellow Fellows look at her own writ people who probably need help more than
ing.
they think they do. So we can help writers
Likewise, Shklyanoy is not too proud on a number of levels."
BY BRANDON BRISCOE

Want to See
Your Ad Here?
Advertising Rates
1/8 Page (20 square inches)
1/4 Page (40 square inches)
1/2 Page (80 square inches)
Full Page (160 square inches)
Full Back Page

$75
$125
$200
$300
$325

We offer discounts for multiple-issue commitments. Student groups
are entitled to a 50% discount on the placement of their first ad for
the semester. Contact Helen, our advertising coordinator via e-mail
at HSuh@law.gwu.edu for our publishing schedule and advertise
ment availability.

Page 12

Nota Bene

Tuesday, October 8, 2002

NEWS

Celebrating
Diversity

Panel Discusses Potential
Conflict With Iraq
BY ALEXANDER SAU NDERS

Staff Writer
On September 23rd, a panel of three
George Washington University professors
gathered to discuss the important issue of a
potential war with Iraq. A near-capacity
crowd attended the
lecture, which dis
cussed the legality
of military action.
Among the audi
ence were students
and various faculty
members, includ
ing Dean Michael
K. Young.

(4) of the UN Charter prohibits States from
using force against another entity. How
ever, Article 51 provides an exception to
this mandate by allowing States to defend
themselves. Under this theory, Bush could
proceed under the notion of America's selfdefense or a defense on behalf of Kuwait.
With respect to defending Kuwait, Murphy

Panelist
Professor Peter
Raven-Hansen felt
that the discussion
of whether to enter
into a conflict with
Iraq is important
The panel drew a full house to listen to the speakers.
because of poten
tial American and Iraqi casualties. "Law felt that this justification for American in
>tudent[s]/citizens have a special responsi- tervention in Iraq would have to relate to
jility to understand the legal issues in such the March 1991 cease-fire of the Iraq-Ku
i momentous decision," Raven-Hansen wait war. "Arguably, Iraq has materially
said. Another panelist, Professor Sean breached that cease-fire by denying access
Murphy, echoed these sentiments, adding to weapons inspectors," Murphy said. An
that he felt that "war is a terrible thing;
innocent lives are inevitably lost." Murphy
said that as lawyers, we have a duty to "ensure that tV\e decision to resort to war \s
tahen de\\\>evaxe\^, Yr\ a ccordance w\YY\ dvte

process, and with an eye to the precedent it
may set for the future."

Professor Murphy offered a timeline
of events beginning with the Gulf War and
he discussed various international and do
mestic laws that will affect any possible
military action. This served to set the tone
for the current issues of concern in the event
of a new attack on Iraq. From 1991 to 1998
two United Nations bodies worked in uni
son to see to it that Saddam Hussein did
not build weapons of mass destruction.
UNSCOM and IAEA were formulated to
carry out weapons inspections and to en
force the various resolutions passed by the
UN. Murphy felt that these two organiza
tions had mixed success.
While UNSCOM and IAEA suc
ceeded in destroying some weapons, Iraqi
dictator Saddam Hussein was able to limit
the searches and provide many difficulties
for these two agencies. In October 1998,
Hussein put an official halt to the processes
of these UN agencies. In 1999, revelations
arose regarding UNSCOM's involvement
with the CIA. This fact, along with
Hussein's unwillingness to cooperate in the
weapons inspection process, compelled the
UN to create a new agency (UNMOVIC) to
conduct the business of enforcing the vari
ous resolutions against Iraq. "UNMOVIC
was structured so as to create a greater sense
of multilateral cooperation in the weapons
inspections and greater sensitivity to Iraqi
claims of intrusion into its sovereignty,"
Murphy explained. "Despite these efforts,
Iraq has not allowed UNMOVIC inspec
tions since UNMOVIC was established two
years ago," he stated.
Murphy's discussion then focused on
the language of the UN laws that affect the
ability of the United States to institute a
renewed conflict with Iraq. Invariably,
there are limitations to President George
W. Bush's ability to take unilateral action
against Iraq. Most importantly, Article 2

" [Attorneys have a duty

t o ] ensure that the
decision to resort to war

is taken deliberately, in

accordance with due
process, and with an eye
to the precedent it may set
for the future."
Professor Sean Murphy
intervention into Iraq could also be consid
ered an act in defense of America. Murphy
explained that this theory would be "tied
into our current assessment of Iraq's capac
ity to deploy weapons of mass destruction
against the United States. Since Iraq has
not yet done so, nor will do so imminently,
this theory of self-defense is labeled 'pre
emptive.' "
UN Resolution 678 presents another
exception to the limiting provision of the
UN Charter. This resolution gave the UN
the power to enforce resolutions prohibit
ing Iraq from developing weapons of mass
destruction. "This theory is problematic,
since the Security Council is currently con
sidering whether to authorize a use of force
against Iraq; to the extent that it d oes not,
no such authorization would appear to ex
ist," Murphy said. Another way in which a
military conflict may be initiated would be
by way of a new Security Council resolu
tion. Murphy believes that this represents
the strongest theory by which the U.S. mili
tary could proceed, but it is unclear whether
such an authorization will be forthcoming.
After Murphy's discussion con
cluded, Professor Raven-Hansen stepped up
to the lectern to discuss the interplay be
tween Congress and President Bush regard
ing a potential Iraqi conflict. Just a few
weeks ago, Bush introduced legislation on
Capitol Hill that would give him broad au
thority to act against Iraq. This new pro
posal, as it was introduced to Congress,

would give Bush a "blank check." Never
theless, Raven-Hansen felt that it is criti
cal for President Bush and Congress arrive
at some agreement about Iraq. "It's im
portant to get Congress's approval because
the Constitution contemplates that deci
sions for war be supported by a consensus
and measures that consensus by a congres
sional roll call,"
Raven-Hansen
said. RavenHansen believed
that persuading
Congress would
be beneficial in
terms of inform
ing the public
and formulating
a post-war plan,
including: "who
occupies Iraq
and for how
long, who runs
its oil industry,
how do we pay
for it, etc," he
stated.
Raven-Hansen proposed that Presi
dent Bush may act to prevent a "surprise
attack" but added that there is little evi
dence to show a threat of imminent attack.
According to Raven-Hansen, Bush may
also act in accordance with Section 1095
of Public Law 102-190, the resolution Con
gress passed during the Gulf War in 1991.
Raven-Hansen stressed, however, that this

old resolution was probably not intended
to allow a regime change. President Bush
may also attempt to act under the "Iraq Lib

eration Act" (Public Law 105-338). Again,
Raven-Hansen felt that the language of Pub
lic Law 105-338 does not support the kill
ing of Saddam Hussein or the removal of
his government.
In the last few weeks, there has been
some rhetoric coming out of the adminis
tration suggesting that there are A1 Qaeda
operatives in Iraq. Raven-Hansen ad
dressed this issue and said that he found
this premise for invading Iraq to be
unpersuasive. Raven-Hansen felt that any
A1 Qaeda terrorists in Iraq would probably
be in the northern No-Fly Region, which is
controlled by the Kurds. Although there
may be A1 Qa eda in Iraq, Raven-Hansen
believes them to be outside of Baghdad,
making this theory for a military invasion

See IRAQ page 15

BY MI NDY M ANNLEIN

Staff Writer
"For more than 30 years, the United
States has annually celebrated the rich his
tory and cultural traditions of our nation's
Hispanic-American people,' said President
George W. B ush in his 2001 proclamation
designating September 15th through Octo
ber 15th as National Hispanic Heritage
Month. "[It] provides us an opportunity to
express deep appreciation to HispanicAmericans for their countless contributions
to our society and to pay tribute again to
America's distinctive diversity," he stated.
Today, more than thirty million
Americans, or nearly one in every eight
individuals, claims Hispanic origins. As
National Hispanic Heritage Month comes
to a close, GW's Hispanic Law Student
Association (HLSA) joins with Hispanic

HLSA and cosponsors have rented
out an entire floor of
the club, and from 9
pm to 11 pm only
[GW Law students]
will be admitted.
law student organizations at American

JJniversity, Howard University, and
Georgetown University to throw one last
celebratory bash. On Friday, October 11th,

these organizations will be holding a party,
which will be held at a four-floor DC night
club with music ranging from salsa to hiphop. HLSA and co-sponsors have rented out
an entire floor of the club, and from 9 pm
to 11 pm only those on the guest list will be
admitted.
"Everybody at the law school is go
ing to be on the guest list," proclaimed
HLSA President Edgardo Galleno. While
there is normally a cover charge, GWorld
card holders will be admitted free that night,
and everyone is encouraged to come out and
have a good time. Galleno said that HLSA
is also working on bringing a speaker to
the law school for Hispanic Heritage Month,
though it might be after October 16th.
HLSA is about much more than just

See HERITAGE page 15
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Panel Discusses Earth
Summit
BY GUALBERTO GARCIA JONE S

Staff Writer
On Thursday, October 3rd, the Envi
ronmental Law Association and the Inter
national Law Society hosted a distinguished
group of attorneys in the Jacob Burns Moot
Court Room in a panel discussion about
their experiences in last month's Earth
Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa.
GW's own Professor Jonathan Weiss medi
ated the panel.
The Johannesburg Earth Summit was
the logical successor to the Rio de Janeiro
Earth Summit of 1992, and brought to-

Improving the interaction and coop
eration at the different levels of society was,
in fact, one of the goals of the Johannesburg
summit. Panelist Brennan Van Dyke, re
gional director of the UN Environment Pro
gram, emphasized the partnerships that are
being formed between governments, indus
tries, and civil society groups in order to go
beyond the UN method of deliberating and
actively implement the goals of the
Johannesburg Earth Summit.
The field of international environ
mental law is extremely new, and many of
the issues discussed concerned efforts to
wards the effective implementation and

Panelists David Van Hoogstraten, Evan Bloom, and Brennan Van Dyke
»ether 146 heads of state and over 50,000
>eople. T he heads of state, members of civil
;ociety groups (such as NGOs, and student
groups), and business leaders tackled in-

conscientious enforcement of international
agreements. It is in this area that the United
States, and particularly the Bush adminis
tration, has been most heavily criticized

ernational environmental issues in a mul-

both at home and abroad.

ilateral fashion. In the end, and after days
>f n egotiations, 192 countries agreed to a
>lan of implementation on issues as varied
ts farm subsidies, fishing practices, renewible energy sources, water sanitation, pov:rty, and bio-diversity.
Although getting that many nations
o cooperate on anything must be consid:red a success, many criticized the fact that
he adopted measures were voluntary and
herefore difficult to enforce. Nathalie
iddy, president of the GW Environmental
^aw Association, explained her frustration
vith this aspect of the outcome of the sumnit, expressing that "the U.S. came to the
iummit with a list ot voluntary measures,
rut voluntary measures will make it very
lifficult to gauge implementation in the
:uture."
Jacob Scherr, Director of the Inter
national Program of the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC) and one ot the
ranelists, emphasized the need for inter
national environmental governance bodies,
nut a lso the need for citizens to hold their
elected officials accountable.
Expanding on this theme was Charles
Di L eva, a panelist who is an attorney for
the World Bank and an adjunct professor
it GW. Di Leva discussed how the past
year's events shook the assumptions of the
world. He inevitably mentioned 9/11 and
the realization that poverty breeds terror
ism, but he also touched on the violence
that occurred in response to globalization
meetings in Genoa, and the international
implications of Enron on the security of fi
nancial investments in even the wealthiest
nations. All of these events, said Di Leva,
show the interconnectedness of the world
and the need to improve communication
and cooperation between nations, busi
nesses, and civil society groups. He stressed
that nations need to work both from the
bottom up and from the top down in work
ing to tackle the common problems of
health, education, corruption, intellectual
property, and the environment.

Scherr described the American view
of sustainable development as a "frontier
attitude" that assumes that natural resources
are infinite and refuses to self-regulate.
When asked if it would be realistic to ex
pect Americans to change their lifestyle in
order to achieve sustainable development,
Richard Burns, a 2L and president of the
International Law Society, said "well, we'll
have to make lifestyle changes eventually".
The impact of the developed nations' ad
herence to environmental standards upon
the developing nations was stressed by
Sharee Moser, a 2L, "they see rich coun
tries not enforce limits on themselves and
it becomes a cycle. They [people in devel
oping nations] want to live like those in rich
countries and they see we are violating these
environmental agreements."
Leslie Fields, the director of Interna
tional Programs for Friends of the Earth,
by far the most critical panelist, added a
discordant note by hinting at the exclusion
of civil society groups like hers, who were
forced to travel 50 km from their confer
ence center to the government's conference
center. She also criticized the U.S. Con
gress for a pitiful showing of only three
members (.two Republicans and one Demo
crat), and their complete lack of knowledge
of the issues. Fields stressed the difficulty
in getting press coverage, and went so far
as to say that the Bush administration did
everything it could to hide the summit.
The obvious differences in philoso
phy between the state department attorneys
and those representing the civil society
groups (like the NRDC and Friends of the
Earth) boiled over into a momentary
crossfire when David Van Hoogstraten, one
of the two senior negotiators for the State
Department, tried to highlight the involve
ment of the United States by proclaiming
that every good idea introduced at the
Johannesburg Earth Summit had been pre
sented by the United States. Scherr, hardly
able to remain seated, rebuked Van
Hoogstraten and pointed out that his com-

The Faculty Report
BY BRANDON BRISCOE

Staff Writer
The law school faculty met Friday to
consider the addition of two professors to
their ranks. Katherine Stone of Cornell
University and David Bederman of Emory
University were approved by the faculty and
will likely receive offers from the Univer
sity.
"One of the most important things
that a law school does is extend offers to
new faculty," said Dean Roger Transgrud.
"It's important that you hire excellent
people - both excellent teachers and excel
lent scholars."
Transgrud said the Appointments
Committee of three students appointed by
the Student Bar Association and six pro
fessors review resumes of individuals in
terested in teaching at GW. Individuals
meriting further consideration are brought
to the law school for a day of meetings and
interviews, including a presentation that
they deliver about some aspect of their le
gal scholarship. The committee contacts
references, former students, and other
scholars in the candidates' field before giv
ing its approval and submitting names to
the full faculty for a vote, he said.
"Two-thirds of the faculty present
must vote in favor of a candidate," said
Transgrud. "That's a very high standard it's not easy to get an appointment here."
Eric Marsteller, a 2L day student and
member of the appointment committee, told
the faculty that both candidates had the
approval of the students. "Both of [the candidatesA are no-btainers as far as studervts
are concerned," he said in a brief presenta
tion.

He quoted a former Bederman student
who called him "the only professor who
cares about students." Marsteller quickly
added that this student was at another
school, drawing laughter from the faculty.
Although students met only briefly with
Stone, Marsteller said she was personable
and interesting. He read a quote from a
former student of Stone's who said, "it
would be a shame if she ever left this
school." Following Marsteller's comments,
the faculty held an executive session for
further discussion and a vote on the candi
dates. Transgrud said those sessions gener
ally focus on the candidates' scholarship.
Transgrud said openings in the fac
ulty are created by retirements, increases
in the law school's operating budget, dona

tions secured through fundraising efforts,
or the departure of faculty to other schools
or private practice. "This is a process that
occurs every year," he said, noting that Pro
fessors Parks and Robinson plan to retire
this year.
Bederman would likely teach Torts
and International Law, and Stone would
likely teach Employment, ADR, and possi
bly Contracts, said Transgrud. The law
school does not make the official offer of
employment, but the requests of the law
school have been honored by the
University's Vice President of Academic
Affairs for at least the last twenty years, he
said.
Earlier in the meeting, the faculty
approved the addition of a new seminar
course to the curriculum entitled, "The
Anatomy of a Homicide." "This is an awe
some class," said Professor Paul Butler.
"We're behind many schools at our level in
terms of our Criminal Law curriculum, so
I think this would be excellent."
Dean Michael Young also used to the
meeting to announce several upcoming vis
its by high-ranking judges from abroad.
"The international contacts who are increas
ingly coming to the law school are extraor
dinary," he said. "I take it as a real tribute
to the faculty that others - not just in the
U.S. but around world - understand what
we have here."
Young said a Russian judge who has
been voted \eader of the Russian judiciary

Yyy oVYvev Russian judges wou\d visil lYvc \aw

school on October lOth and will deliver a
presentation at 4:15 in the Moot Court

Room. He also said that a contingent of
six judges from the Indian supreme court
as well as a number of high-ranking Indian
legal officials would visit the law school
October 14th to hear presentations from the
GW faculty on affirmative action and
victim's compensation.
The meeting also included a short
discussion of the upcoming Colonial's
Weekend, GW's version of Homecoming
without a football teamrThe law school has
scheduled a number of reunion of activities
for the October 10th weekend, Young said.
He encouraged the faculty to attend a din
ner function with alumni, calling it "the
largest single event for which alumni have
signed up."

OLDER, BUT WISER
s
E
T
H

H
A
H
A

S
P
O
1
L

C
A
L
L
A

S
O
M
E

P
L
E
A

C
A w
E A
C H
E O L D G
A G E
S
C U E S
o U R SI
M
D R E
D B L o O
D O
L S
C O D
Y
E R R S
1 N A L
D A G E I
s T
E T
O
S E

•
1

•
•

S N
O L D
M A
G E R
R E Y M A Y
C O R S
E
S L O T|
D O E R IP
A o
O N A
D A N D G u
R A T
O R
S
R A i s
T O W N
s
s A G E
N S U R •A N
G o
o K E
B S
JE w

ment exemplified the unilateral attitude that
the United States is so often criticized for.
The discussion was capped with ques
tions from the audience touching on the
economic repercussions to the United States
of implementing the agreements, to which
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the panelists answered by pointing to the
possibility of new markets and jobs in new
technologies and by answering that "well,
people have to move on.
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Smooth Sailing for
New 1L Reps
BY MARK HERSHFIELD

Editor-in-Chief

in addition to happy hours, that "allow
people to just chill and hopefully remem
ber those they meet." Formica also ex
pressed an interest in planning other events
that would give people from different sec
tions a chance to "intermingle" with each
other. Motyka mentioned that she would
like to plan events around Washington D.C.
that would help her section-mates enjoy
"life outside of law school." The new rep
resentatives also expressed a willingness to
communicate with professors to serve as
facilitators in communications between the
professors and the entire section.
The new representatives indicated a
willingness to present the concerns and
ideas of their sections to the SBA. "I would
like to take section ideas and push them
forward," said Motyka. Formica echoed
this sentiment as he said that his first pri
ority was "to find out what issues need to
be addressed" by talking to individuals in
his section. Carvahlo
"plan[s] on feeling out what [her] sec
tion deems most important and focusing on
that." Seme areas that Carvahlo may ad
dress include "food options (other than the
cart lady) at the [L]aw [S]chool [and] find
ing better housing options and working on
hallway congestion."
As for concrete proposals and plans
for the SBA, the new representatives ap
peared to shy away from detailed propos
als. Rodriguez summed up the views of
the new representatives as she stated, "it
takes the first semester for us as a 1L class

Two weeks ago, the SBA held its fall
1L section representative elections. The
first round of elections produced one win
ner as Deborah Motyka triumphed in the
Section 14 election. The other day section
elections proceeded to a runoff the follow
ing day. As the dust cleared, Stefano
Formica (Section 11), Christina Rodriguez
(Section 12), and Rebecca Carvalho (Sec
tion 13) were elected to serve in the SBA.
The 1L evening section, however, failed to
select an SBA representative. According
to Allyson Martinez, the SBA Election
Chair, "the election process went smoothly."
All four of the newly elected SBA repre
sentatives concurred with this sentiment.
Martinez also noted that all of the candi
dates "followed the rules without infrac
tion."
The elections in Sections 11, 12, and
13 for the representative positions were
highly competitive. In Section 11 alone,
eight individuals sought office, which
Formica characterized as "healthy." All of
the candidates agreed to keep the campaign
ing to a minimum. Carvahlo explained
that, for example, "Section 13 decided to
do no campaigning, except for talking in
class one day." Rodriguez and Formica also
indicated that candidates in their sections
met together and decided not to spend any
money on the election.
All of the. new representatives indi
cated a destre to ass'tst t\te\r sections in get to see -what issues to address." The new
ting to know other first-year sections. representatives did, however, express a de
Motyka noted that sections generally "don't sire to delve into SBA issues, such as print
see people from other sections." Rodriguez ing, creating a pro bono requirement at the
pointed out that her first priority was to law school, pushing for more Internet ac
"plan happy hours" to address that situa cess, and making offices around the law
tion. Carvahlo expanded on this idea as school more "user friendly" as the year goes
she indicated that she would host events. on.
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Wireless Network Now
Available
BY ELIXABETH AUS TERN

Staff Writer
The wireless network at the Law
School was officially activated on Friday,
September 27th. An official announcement
was posted on the info portal in the "An
nouncements" section, but no other an
nouncement has yet been made. Instruc
tions for accessing the network are avail
able on the information portal and at http:/
/128.164,132.16/wireless/. A more promi
nent and permanent placement of the in
formation on the portal will be decided upon
later.
An informal poll of students showed
that they either were not aware the network
existed at all or believed that it was not yet
available. "A wireless network? There is
one?" asked Eric Losick, a 3L. Only three
or four questions regarding wireless net
work access have been directed to Electronic
Services at Bums Law Library.
The students who were interviewed
about the network were curious about how
to access it. Jesse Merriam, a 1L, wanted
to know what kind of card he had to use
and if the network would be available ev
erywhere. Many 2Ls and 3Ls who have
laptops do not have the cards required to
log on to the wireless network. There was a
supplement sent out to the 1 Ls prior to the
start of the school year informing them of
the availability of the network, but it is un
clear how many students took advantage of
the information. The Aironet 350 Series
Wireless PC Card recommended by Elec
tronic Services costs about $120 at
pcmall.com. Currently, there are no wire
less cards available to borrow from the Law
School, and the laptops available to bor
row are not equipped with wireless cards.
The Aironet card is not available at Colo
nial Computers, which is closing on Octo
ber 10th (see related article).
The wireless Internet network itself
consists of four access points installed in
key areas of the Law School. These access
points are located on the second floor of
Bums and in the hard, soft, and Kelly (a.k.a.
leather) lounges. A quick test of the system
revealed that coverage was excellent in the
lounges, but varied widely in the library.
The school "targeted the installation for stu
dent congregation areas," said Kimberli
Morris, Head of Electronic Services at
Bums Law Library. Morris, who is respon
sible for student computing support, ob
served that libraries are tricky places to in
stall networks because the metal book
shelves can disrupt the radio signal from
the access points.
She added that, while there were cur
rently no plans to expand the network, ad
ditions would be "driven by demand [and]
new [law school] spaces and renovations
are likely targets."
Security Issues
There are some security concerns
about students using cards other than the
Cisco Aironet model. The security of the
transmission using Cisco's proprietary
"LEAP" system is "significantly better"
than the security of other cards, said Mor
ris. This is because the LEAP transmission
is better encrypted (the signal is harder for
other computers to decode). In any case, it
is easier for a signal to be intercepted over
the wireless network than if the student is
using the network through a cable. For this
reason, students using the wireless network
are actively discouraged from using the
network to transmit sensitive information.

and should seek an aSNAP port instead.
There are other security issues as
well. Morris stressed the extreme impor
tance of making sure laptops are set to "In
frastructure Only" and not "Ad-hoc or
"Peer-to-Peer" at all times. Otherwise, a
hacker could access the laptop through the
wireless network card. On a laptop with
an internal Dell TrueMobile card, which
was casually shown to Morris, peer-to-peer
settings are the default and have to be
changed in several locations in the Win
dows XP operating system; some of the
places are hard to find for the uninitiated
user. Morris remarked that several students
have already had unintended linkages with
other computers.
An additional "network key" -a pass
word -is also required with all non-Aironet
wireless cards. The password information
will have to be set directly into the card
configuration before a student can access
the network. The password, which is avail
able on the web page described above, will
be changed once or twice a year. This pass
word will deter hackers from entering the
school's network, but will not protect stu
dents whose wireless cards are incorrectly
set to allow peer-to-peer access.
The simplified security of the Cisco
Aironet card is one reason that the Law
School is encouraging students to use it.
Once student use of the network increases
and more questions are asked, a more ex
tensive instruction section will be put on
the information portal; some of the additions will cover configurations for cords

other than the Aironet.

Different networks
Matt Malone, a 1L, had been told by
library staff at Gelman Library the network
"wasn't ready yet." He expressed confusion
when told that the Law School's network
was already active. "The wireless network
at the Law School is a completely separate
entity from the Gelman network or the wire
less networks anywhere else in the Univer
sity community," said Morris. The differ
ent networks may have different equipment
requirements and access procedures. If stu
dents wish to access other networks within
the University, they should consult the
University's Information Technology Ser
vices department, which is distinct from
Electronic Services at Bums Law Library.
Network Development
The network was initially installed at
the Law School at the beginning of the sum
mer break, and approximately five people
tested it for student release. They tested the
Aironet card on several different laptops,
using all current versions of Windows and
both Internet Explorer and Netscape. There
was no testing with a Macintosh because
Electronic Services does not support the
Mac.
The transmitters, the access points
that make up the network, look like slim
white rods hanging from the ceiling. The
network works by radio signals, and the
strength and speed of the connection is re
duced by distance. A good connection can
be provided by a distance of 180 feet from
the transmitters, and 350 feet is about the
limit of the transmitters' range. While drywall is not a barrier to the signals, concrete
blocks and metal will disrupt the signal.
Questions about accessing the wireless net
work should be directed to Kimberli Mor
ris at kmorris2@law.gwu.edu or Daniel
Diggs at ddiggs@burns.nlc.gwu.edu.
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CONTINUED NEWS
BUDGET FROM PAGE 1
Ellis charges that the SA is only increasing
the SBA's budget by a small percentage, and
is ignoring the co-sponsorship funds from
2001-02.

In addition, Ellis wanted to confront
the SA with the disparity in funding be
tween the Law School and the Medical
School. Ellis pointed out that, while the
Law School was initially promised $21,525,
the Medical School, despite its smaller size
and fewer student organizations, was allo
cated nearly $33,000. By comparison, Ellis
estimated that the Law School provides
$43,000 for the SA's operating budget,
whereas the Medical School contributes
$18,000; in other words, the Law School
receives back 50% of what it gives to the
SA while the Medical School is compen
sated for 183% of the amount that it pro
vides to the SA. Ellis cautioned that the
Law School is not criticizing what the
Medical School receives, only contending
that the Law School's "allocation should
be comparable." Zwahlen noted that SA
Finance Committee Chairman Dan Moss
has made a number of promises, included
one to "get equal funding with the Med
School, but based on his Committee's rec
ommendations, that's not going to happen."
Zwahlen stated that the $33,000 figure is
actually "for all the schools under the
M.C.S.C. umbrella," only one of which is
the Medical School; therefore a precise
comparison between the Medical School's
funding and that of the Law School has not
been made. Hershfield, who has spoken to
a number of individuals, cannot find a rea
son for any disparity between the SA's fund
ing for the Medical School and for the Law
School. Still, Hershfield accounts for the
disparity as a "matter of political power
[more than] sound fiscal policy."
Finally, Ellis pointed out that law stu
dent leaders wanted the SA to do more for
the Law School in t erms of beneficial pro
gramming. The SA allegedly does little for
the Law School, notwithstanding the fact
that 10.6% of its budget comes from Law
School funds. As an alternative, Ellis stated
the student leaders wanted either more pro
gramming or for the SA to "return a larger
proportion of [the Law School's] contribu
tion so that" it can be used for increased
programming provided by other sources.
So, what's the resolution to the SBA's
perceived mistreatment by the SA? One
option is that the Law School could secede
from the SA. This solution, however, is

not realistic and does not earn the support
of Famuyiwa, Hershfield, or Zwahlen.
Zwahlen feels that secession would not help
the Law School in terms of its dispute with
the SA. Hershfield believes that secession
"won't happen. It can't happen and it's not
in [the Law School's] best interest." Also,
Hershfield warns that secession could lead
to problems in other areas for the Law
School, because the SA "passes judgment
on policies and practices, some of which
have a great impact on the [L]aw [S]chool."
Famuyiwa contends that "there are many
ways to skin a cat," and even with justifi
cation for the Law School's secession from
the S A, the LawSchool would be best to be
firm with the SA instead. Zwahlen brought
up the idea of meeting with Dean Michael
Young at some point in order to "talk about
what [the Law School] can do to increase
[its] stature in the eyes of the SA."
Ellis predicts that ad hoc groups, such
as the Law Revue Show and the Law School
Softball Team, will be hardest hit by the
SA's budget, although the SBA continues
to offer moral support to those organiza
tions. It is possible that some of these ad
hoc groups will be funded financially, al
though certainly not at the same levels as
in previous years. The SBA engages in
other fundraising efforts, including locker
sales, the book sale, and tickets to its
Barrister's Ball (in the spring) and Hallow
een party. Students also pay for a portion
of the annual ski trip, Commencement ac
tivities, and 1L orientation, although the
SBA absorbs some of the cost for these
events.
Nonetheless, there is hope that the
actions from taw student tcaCters was not in

vain. Hershfield has already indicated his
refusal to vote for the SA's current version
of its budget allocation bill, and he invites
his colleagues to join his side. Ellis pointed
out that the SA Finance Committee has
since given the SBA an extra $2,520 in
funding, and he is requesting additional
money to bring the SBA's total allocation
to at least $28,000. As it stands now, the
SA Finance Committee issued a final rec
ommendation in the amount of $24,045. A
vote by the SA Senators on the SBA's fund
ing for the academic year will be held on
Tuesday, October 8.
Editor's Note: Mark Hershfield is the
Editor-in-Chief of this publication. Mr.
Hershfield took no part in the editing of
this piece.

IRAQ FROM P AGE 1 2
of Iraq dubious.
Lastly, Professor Michael J.
Matheson, previously employed at the U.S.
Department of State, outlined four areas in
which international cooperation is useful.
These four areas, described by Matheson
as security, governance, prosecution ot

crimes, and compensation for injury, are of
utmost concern when considering post-war
activities. "If there is a conflict in Iraq,
whether authorized by the UN Security
Council or not, there will be a need for in
ternational action in these four areas to deal
with the results of the conflict," Matheson
said. Matheson believed that these are ar
eas in which international cooperation and
international authority will be extremely
valuable.
In addition, Matheson also stressed
that these post-war issues require concrete
planning now in order to avoid serious de
lay following a military action. "Interna
tional agreement on such issues takes time,
as does the mobilization of the necessary
personnel and resources and the enactment
of the necessary legal measures. It is not a
matter that can wait until after the fighting
stops," Matheson said.

HERITAGE FROM PAGE 1 2
partying. The organization tries to put on a
variety of programs and events in an effort
to share the diverse Hispanic culture. It also
promotes career and legal topics and advo
cates participation in public interest orga
nizations. "We consider ourselves to be a
pretty active group on campus," said
Galleno.
HSLA members will shortly be trav
eling to Atlanta, GA, for the Hispanic Na
tional Bar Association's Annual Confer
ence, taking place October 16th to 19th.
Later this month, HLSA will also be send
ing representatives to Pace Law School's
Law School Day, which caters to under
graduates in the greater New York area,
though it is especially aimed at minority
students. HLSA members give their real life
experiences to try to get students to see that
law school is an investment in their futures
and that it is an attainable goal.
"Primarily, first semester, all of our
stuff is geared towards the transition of
lLs," explained Galleno. The group offers
tip sessions, mentors, and social and cul
tural activities in an effort to ease 1 Ls into
the law school environment. Second semes
ter, HLSA offers networking events that are
aimed more at 2Ls and 3Ls and the job
market, though Galleno added, "It's a great
opportunity for lLs to get to know people

so that when the time comes you have
people you have met who are in the DC le
gal community who are looking for in
terns."
HLSA's main focus this spring will
be on the Hispanic National Bar
Association's Moot Court Competition, in
which it placed third last year. "We have
high expectations," said Galleno. "We're
looking to be as successful, if not more suc
cessful [than last year]," he added. The
winning team gets to host the competition
for the following year, which would be very
beneficial to the law school and something
for all students to take part in. "That's our
eventual goal," Galleno said, "hopefully,
we'll be able to say that next year GW will
be hosting it."
Just as the party on Friday is open
for all law students to attend, so too is HLSA
open to all. "Anybody can be a member,"
explained Galleno. The only requirement
he added was "that you be enthusiastic."
Membership dues are five dollars this year
and can be paid at any HLSA event. For
more information about HLSA or the events
it is sponsoring, go to the organization's
website at www.law.gwu.edu/stdg/hlsa. In
the meantime, "Mark your calendar,"
Galleno said. "Friday is going to be a heck
of a party!"

YOUNG FROM P AGE 11
their respective universities, others keep all
of it. The amount of revenue that a law
scVioo\ Vceeps \s often dependent on tV\e
amount of shared facilities and the amount
of interaction between the Law School and

the rest of the University. Young asserted
that GW presents a middle ground on this
matter as it shares many facilities with the
university at large. "I think we've gotten to
a pretty good place," Young said.
One of the students raised a question
regarding the diversity of the faculty. The
student wondered what steps where being
taken to increase the percentage of women
and minority faculty. "We have one of the
higher percentages in the country already,"
Young said, "I would say we are looking
for really high-quality faculty and we will
continue to do so." Dean Young then com
mented on a recent study indicating that

the administrative staff of GW is the most
diverse irv the country.

Another issue raised by a student was

the issue regarding the Law School's rank ing. This is due, according to Dean Young,
largely on the changing standards for com
piling these lists. Additionally, these
rankings take into account the number of
books a school has in their collection.
"There are schools who creatively count
books," said Young. "There was a school
that purchased boxcar loads of books from
Russia for a penny a book and that gets
counted as a book." He pointed out, how
ever, that regardless of these rankings, GW
students enjoy the ninth highest bar pas
sage rate in the country, placing this school
above Columbia, Cornell, and Stanford in
this category.
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Y Emanuel's Siegel's First Year Set: 125 essay exams and 450
multiple choice questions and answers.
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